































THE PANOPLIST, 


OR, 


THE CHRISTIAN’: ARMORY. 








_—_ 





No. 1.] 


JUNE, 1805. 


[Vot.I. 











———— 


oom ent 








THE Creator, in whose hand it 
is to make great, designed doctor 
Tappan for a very important sta- 
tion, and imparted to him corres- 
pondent advantages. The talents 
which he inherited from nature, to- 
gether with his moral and literary 
improvements, qualified him for 
extensive usefulness. He early 
discovered marks of a very docile, 
active mind. His father, the Rev- 
erend Benjamin Tappan of Man- 
chester, had the principal care of 
his first years, and taught him the 
elements of knowledge. Before 
his admission into the University, 
he was placed, though not for a 
long time, in Dummer Academy, 
under the tuition of Mr. Samuel 
Moody. At the age of fourteen 
years he was admitted into Har- 
vard College. There, rising above 
juvenile follies and vices, he dili- 
gently sought useful knowledge. 
He was not one, who considered it 
the end of his collegiate studies, to 
sparkle and shine fora day. He 
never courted popularity by com- 
mitting fashionable irregularities. 
That applause, which is purchased 
at the expense of virtue, had no 
charms for young Tappan. He 
was considerate and soberminded. 
Extending his views into future 
life, he preferred those attainments 
which are solid and durable, before 
those whichare showy or splendid. 
He was distinguished for ardent 
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love of knowledge, and diligence 
in study ; for his blameless and se- 
rious conduct ; for proficiency in 
learning, and dutiful regard to the 
laws and guides of the institution. 

Within less than three years af- 
ter he was graduated, he commen- 
ced the work of the ministry. 
Though very young, he could not 
be charged with intruding himseif, 
unprepared, into the sacred office. 
For, after leaving the University, 
he assiduously devoted his mind, 
more than two years, to the study 
of divinity, though he was occasion- 
ally employed in teaching a school. 
Indeed he had bestowedan uncoms 
mon share of attention on moral 
and religious subjects while at col- 
lege, and from his earliest youth. 
Beside which it is to be remember- 
ed, that early maturity of under- 
standing was a remarkable trait in 
his character. Accordingly, his 
first performances in the desk dis- 
played a large fund of theological 
information, procured him a high 
place in the publick esteem, and 
fully indicated the eminence, which 
he afterward attained. His hear- 
ers were surprised with the extent 
and pertinence of his thoughts, 
with his accurate and copious 
style, with the animation and so- 
lemnity of his utterance, and with 
the fervour of his devotions. 

A very harmonious church and 
society in Newbury soon invited 
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his ministerial labours. At the age 
of twenty one he was ordained the 
pastor of that flock. In that place 
he continued about eighteen years. 
DoctorTappan chose the sacred 
office from principle. It was his 
deliberate judgment, that the gos- 
pel ministry is, of all professions, 
the most important to mankind. 
The design of that work, involving 
the best interests of the universe, 
perfectly accorded with his ex- 
panded benevolence. There is 
reason to believe that he early im- 
bibed the excellent spirit of chris- 
tianity. After much anxious con- 
cern respecting his everlasting 
welfare, and deep conviction of sin, 
he was, in the judgment of charity, 
renewed by grace. Embracing the 
allsufficientSaviourand submitting 
to his will, he cherished the hopes 
and consolations of the gospel. 
And he made it the delightful bu- 
siness of his life to recommend to 
others that Saviour, whose pre- 
ciousness and glory had been re- 
vealed to him. He had the pecu- 
liaradvantage, which belongs to all 
ministers who are called of God, 
that whenever he preached the un- 
searchable riches of Christ, Ae 
sfiake what he knew, and testified 
what he had seen. To this un- 


-doubtedly must be ascribed, in a 


great measure, his impressive 
manner of preaching. He spoke 
from the fulness of his heart. He 
was sincere and in earnest. No 
hearer could doubt, that he felt the 
reality and eternal importance of 
the truths he delivered. 

As a preacher, he was decidedly 
evangelical, The peculiar contents 
of the gospel were the principal 
subjects of his discourses. /e de- 
termined to know nothing, save Je- 
sus Christ and him crucified. The 
gospel, as a re velation of grace to 
sinners, was the great subject, 
which he studied and explained. 
To use his own words ; “ sensible 
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that the revelation of mediatorial 
merey is the chosen instrument of 
saving a ruined world; that he 
was divinely commissiuned to pub- 
lish and enforce it for this end ; 
and that its final completion will 
embrace the order, perfection, and 
happiness of the moral world, and 
the highest glory of its Author ; 
he dwelt upon the sublime subject 
with eager and profound contem- 
plation.” ‘Those doctrines, which 
are the groundwork of revelation, 
werethe groundwork of hispreache 
ing. Scarcely a sermon came 
from his lips, in which some of the 
peculiarities of evangelical truth 
were not found. Frequently, and 
in many different ways, he incul- 
cated the doctrines of man’s fallen, 
ruined state, the redeeming love of 
God, the atonement of Christ, jus- 
tification by grace, and the efficacy 
of the divine Spirit in renewing 
sinners and preparing them for 
glory. Thedoctrine of redemption 
by acrucified Saviour constituted, 
in his view, the basis of the gospel, 
the faith and glory of the christ- 
ianchurch. ‘To neglect this doc- 
trine in its various connections he 
considered, as neglecting the very 
essence of the gospel. 

He was not only a doc/rina/, but 
a very frractical preacher. Every 
gospel doctrine, he insisted, has its 
eorresponding precept and duty. 
Speaking of the doctrines of hu- 
man depravity, and salvation by 
the mercy of God, the atonement 
of Christ, and the sanctification of 
the Spirit, he says ; “ from these 
doctrines immediately result the 
duties of evangelical repentance 
and humility, faith and hope, grati- 
tucle and love, obedience and joy.” 
Agreeably, when he preached the 
doctrine of human depravity and 
misery, his aim was, to show sin- 
ners their dependence on God’s. 
mercy and their need of redemp- 
tion through the blood of atone- 
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ment, and to lead them, with 
thankfulness and joy to accept 
proffered salvation. When he 
preached the allsufficient atone- 
ment, he was careful to show, its 
influence on the violated law of 
God, and on the guilty, deplorable 
condition ef man. In his hand it 
was the terror of the obstinate reb- 
el, but the hope and consolation of 
humble, contrite souls. The doc- 
trine of divine influence he aimed 
to exhibit in such a light, as at 
once to humble the proud, and en- 
courage the lowly in heart. Jus- 
tification by faith without the deeds 
of the law he represented, as insep- 
arably connected with a godly life ; 
yea, as the spring of true gospel 
obedience. He gave it as_ his 
judgment, “ that christian fiety and 
morality must rise or fall, as the doc- 
trines of grace, whick sufifiort and 
exalt them, are regarded or neglect- 
ed.” By these sentiments he reg- 
ulated his preaching. Whenever 
he inculcated the duties of christ- 
janity, whether the duties of re- 
pentance and faith, which immedi- 
ately respect men as sinners, or 
the general duties of piety to God, 
and benevolence to man ; he failed 
not to inculcate them chiefly by 
evangelical motives. And let it be 
added, whenever he undertook to 
describe a good man, he described 
him as a character formed upon 
gospel principles ; as a redeemed 
sinner, pardoned through Christ, 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, a 
penitent, a believer. He repre- 
sented his inward exercises and 
hiswhole practice, as having acc a- 
stant respect to the great scheme 
of mediatorial grace. In his paint- 
ing of virtue and religion you 
would not see the image of Seneca 
or Plato, but that of saint Paul. 
The christian of his describing you 
would not hear descanting, in cold, 
uninteresting language, on the 
beauty and dignity of virtue ; but 
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rather proclaiming the abundant 
grace of Christ, and, from a heart 
captivated with his divine beauty, 
crying out, unto him, whe hath lov- 
ed us, and washed us from our sins 
in his blood, be honour and glory for 
ever. At the same time he took 
much pains to show, that such af- 
fection to Christ is not only the 
surest evidence of an upright 
heart, but the most efficacious mo- 
tive to a pious and useful life. 
But as a more particular display of 
Doctor Tarpan’s theological sen- 
timents is contemplated, it is not, 
in this place, necessary to enlarge. 

Doctor Tappan was a filain and 
distinguishing preacher. Know- 
ing the gospel to be of everlasting 
importance to mankind, he en- 
deavoured to preach it in the most 
méelligible manner. He was hap- 
py in commanding a style, which 
bad charms for all. While the 
refined hearer enjoyed its flowing 
elegance, the unrefined was edified 
with its plainness. He judged a 
close, distinguishing mede of 
preaching of vast consequence. 
Deeply impressed himself with the 
necessity and worth of true relig- 
ion, he Jaboured to describe it cor- 
rectly, and to discriminate its sav- 
ing exercises and fruits fromevery 
deceitful imitation. To this work 
his mind was early directed by the 
perusal of Edwards’ treatise on 
Religious Affections. By what he 
wrote in the book when young, he 
emphatically expressedhis opinion 
of its inestimable value ; an opin- 
ion which, it is well known, he 
never altered. It was often the 
drift of his discourses to point out 
the essential and eternal difference 
between the sanctified affections of 
the believer, and the best exercises 
of the unrenewed heart. Under 
his most discriminating sermons, 
conscience could hardly sleep; 
the sinner could not, without a 
great effort, deceiye himself ; and 
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the humble believer could scarcely 
fail of obtaining consolation. To 
introduce again his own words ; it 
was his serious endeavour “ to lay 
open the human heart to the view 
of mankind ; to trace its windings, 
its disguises, its corruptions ; to 
expand all its latentseeds of abom- 
ination ; to pluck off its mask of 
apparent virtue ; to unfold the se- 
cret principles of human conduct, 
and distinguish appearances from 
realities ; to detect the various b’- 
asses of selflove and selfdeceit ; to 
delineate every shape and form, 
which the unsanctified heart in va- 
rious circumstances will assume ; 
so that every sinner might see and 
recognize himself in the draught, 
and all classes of natural men, 
from the careless and profane to 
the deeply convicted and distress- 
ed, might so perceive their moral 
diseases, as immediately to look 
out for a suitable remedy.” 

He was a very affectionate 
preacher. When addressing his 
fellow immortals, his heart was 
often enlarged with benevolence, 
and melted in tenderness. In him 
there appeared nothing overbear- 
ing, harsh, or uncivil, His coun- 
tenance, his voice, hisgestureshad 
all the natural marks of kind con- 
cern. His hearers, however re- 

roved and alarmed, were convinc- 
ed that he spoke from love ; that 
the mortifying reproof and the 
painful alarm he gave them, were 
meant for their good. They saw, 
they felt, that the preacher was an 
ardent friend to their souls, and 
that he did not inflict the wound, 
which faithfulness required him to 
inflict, without reluctanceand crief. 
This procured him free access 
to their consciences and hearts. 
It gave him libertv§ to use 
great freedom and plainness of 
speech, with a prospect of the 
most desirable effects. 

Doctor Tappan studied variety 
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in his preaching. It was his opin- 

ion, that a minister’s usefulness is 

greatly abridged by confining him- 

self within a small circle of favour- ° 
ite speculations. He reasoned 

thus, “ that as christian divinity 1s 

one regular and immense whole, 

so each part has its claim on the 

evangelical instructor ; that by 

duly attending to any one branch, 

he really befriends and enforces all 

the rest, as connected with it; 

that he cannot do justice even to 

the doctrinal part without largely 

explaining and urging its corres- 
ponding precepts ;” and that, con- 

sidering the unlimited variety of 
christian subjects, it is altogether 

absurd to expect that the preacher 

will interweave them all with eve 
ry sermon. Accordingly he took 
an extensive range, and aimed to 

introduce that pleasing variety of 
topics, which the scriptures fur- 

nish ; though, after ail, it was 

manifest, that he made evangelic- 
al religion the sum and centre of 
his preaching. ‘The variety in his 

discourses was increased and ren- 

dered still more agreeable, by his 

method of adapting his perform- 

ances to particular occasions. In 

this he discovered a remarkable 

facility and pertinence. By the 

instantaneous operation of a dis- 
cerning taste, he readily entered 

into the spirit of every occasion, 

and said what was suitable and 

impressive. Beside his appropri- 

ate performances on sacramental 

and funeral occasions, he frequent- 

ly noticedthe great events of Proy- 

idence in the natural, civil, and re- 

ligious world, and made use of 

them to elucidate some interest- 

ing truth, or enforce some impor- 

tant duty. 


With a view to give his preach, 
ing a diversified air, and to make 
it more popular and impressive, he 
somctimes adopted an expedient, 
which is thoughtiiabletocriticism. 
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The expedient intended is what 
people commonly call, sfirttualtz- 
ing scrifiture ; that is, ingrafting 
the great truths of religion upon a 
historical fact or ancient ceremony, 
which has no real or discernible 
connection with such _ sublime 
truths. If, for example, from 
these words, “I am Joseph,” a 
preacher should take occasion, by 
instituting a parallel between Jo- 
seph and Jesus Christ, to declare 
the whcle gaspel, and, in particu- 
Jar, to describe the sinner, first 
convinced, then penitent, then di- 
vinely taught the glory of Christ 
and receiving him by faith ; he 
would undoubtedly gain the admi- 
ration of the multitude ; he might 
edify all, and might purchase for 
himself the honour of an inventive 
fancy. But the best rules for the 
right interpretation of scripture, 
would be violated, and too much 
done to foster a whimsical taste in 
the hearers. In this mode of 

reaching Doctor Tappan’slively 
imagination enabled him to excel. 
But his mind was too enlightened, 
solid, and judicious, and his taste 
too correct to lead him often upon 
such fairy ground. 

The remarks here made do not 
by any means constitute an ade- 
quate description of Doctor Tap- 
pAN,asapreacher. They are de- 
signed only to preserve the re- 
membrance of his characteristick 
views and talents, and to exhibit 
those excellencies of his preach- 
ing, which peculiarly deserve the 
serious and devout consideration 


of others. (70 be continued.) 
EEE 
MEMOIRS OF THE VISCOUNTESS GLE- 
NORCHY. 


[From a Supplement to Dr. Gillies’ Mistorical 
Collections, ] 


Amonc the friends and orna- 
ments of religion, WILHELMINA 
MaxweE.i, Lapy GLENoRcHy, 
holds a conspicuous place. She 
was the younger of two daughters 
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left by William Maxwell, Esquire, 
of Preston, a gentleman of consid- 
erable fortune in Dumfrieshire. 
Theeldest was married to the Earl 
of Sutherland ; the youngest, of 
whom we treat, to John Lord 
Viscount Glenorchy, only son of 
the Earl of Breadalbane. 

Lady Glenorchy was formed by 
Providence for a superior place in 
society. Her understanding was 
naturally strong and capacious, and 
her memory retentive. Her mind 
was polished by aliberal education, 
and richly furnished with ideas by 
extensive reading and observation. 
Her person was agreeable, her 
manner engaging, her fancy bril- 
liant, and attended by a constant 
flow of spirits and good humour. 
Born to wealth, and allied to a rich 
and noble house, she was fitted to 
make a distinguished figureamong 
the great, and to shine in courts. 
But as Moses, when he was come 
to years, refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choos- 
ing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy 
the pleasures of sin for a season, 
esteeming the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt: In like manner, she, in 
all the bloom of youth, with all 
worldly pleasuresat her command, 
laid herself, her fortune, her hon- 
ours and her talents, at the foot of 
the cross of Jesus. 


About the 23d year of her age 
she was visited with sickness : 
in recovering from which, her 
thoughts were involuntarily turned 
to the first question and answer of 
that form of sound words which is 
given in the Assembly’s Cate- 
chism: “ What is the chief end 
of man ? It is to glorify Ged, and 
to enjoy him for ever.” Musing 


on these words, they arrested her 
attention, and naturally led her to 
put to herself the important que- 
ries : Have I answered the desiga 
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of my being? Have I plorified 
God? Shall I enjoy him for ever? 
Reviewing her life of thoughtless 
gaiety, she found there was no con- 
nection between such conduct and 
elorifying and enjoying God ; and 
that consequently, hitherto, she 
had not answered the chief end of 
her existence. Her conscience 
was awakened ; and, fora consid- 
erable time, sie laboured’ under 
that anxiety and fear, which usu- 
ally attend such a state of mind. 
But, on reading the 5th chap- 
ter of the epistle to the Romans, 
she discovered the way whereby 
the great God could be just, and 
yet the justifer of the believer in 
Jesus. She believed; her under- 
standing was enlightened ; her 
conscience relieved, and her mind 
Pestored to peace. The fruits of 
her faith soon gave the most une- 
quivocal evidence of the truth of 
that happy change which had tak- 
en place in her mind. For some 
time she endeavoured to avoid the 
ridicule which attends true relig- 
ion, by concealing it, and mingling 
in the society and amusements to 
which she had been accustomed ; 
but she soon found it impossible to 
support the spirit and practice of 
relicion, and at the same time be 
conformed to the manners of the 
world. She therefore openly a- 
vowed her religion and renounced 
the sinful enjoyments of the world. 
From this time her whole life was 
one continued course of devotion : 
her closet was a little sanctuary 
for God, to which she habitually 
retired with avidity and pleasure. 
In her family there was always an 
altar for God, and from which, 
with the morning and the evening, 
regularly ascended social prayer 
and praise. She loved the house 
of God ; and the most painful cir- 
cumstance of her frequent ill 
health, in the last years of her life, 
was, her being detained by it from 
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publick worship. Well acquaint- 
ed with men and things, her con- 
versation was full of good sense 
and information: it was often 
much enlivened by goodhumoured 
pleasantry ; but it always was pi- 
ous and spiritual, always expres- 
sive of the high sense she had of 
the exellence and importance ofre- 
ligion, and of her anxiety for its 
promotion. With peculiar pleas- 
ure she always spoke of the person 
or place in which it appeared to 
flourish ; and with evident pain, of 
those in. which it was otherwise. 
The sincerity of her religious prin- 
ciples was established by her ac- 
tions. She was not of those, “ who 
say, but do not.” She built some 
places of publick worship at very 
considerable expense. In Edin- 
burgh, she erected a large hand- 
some chapel, which will hold two 
thousand people, and which has, 
for many years, been attended by a 
numerouscongregation,and which 
has now two clergymen, ministers 
in communion with the church of 
Scotland, as its pastors. To this 
chapel is added afree school, which 
she endowed, to teach reading, 
writing, and arithmetick. The 
chapeland school together, has not 
cost less than five or six thousand 
pounds. She erected and endowed 
also a church at Strathfillan, in the 
parish of Killin, on the estate of _ 
Lord Breadalbane: and she had 
purchased ground, in conjunction 
withthe late Lady Henrietta Hope, 
for building a place of worship at 
the Hot-wells, Bristol ; and which 
by her directions, has been execut; 
edby herexecutrix since her death, 
by a very neat and commodious 
house being built there, called 
Hope Chapel. In order to intro- 
duce and support the gospel, she 
purchased a very neat chapel at 
Matlock, in Derbyshire ; one 


meetinghouse at Carlisle, another 
at Workington, in Cumberland, 
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and a third at Newton Burhill, in 
Devonshire ; all these she left in 
the hands of trustees, or to her ex- 
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ed in Edinburgh from Bath where 
she had spent the winter, in the be- 
ginning of the summer 1786. Her 


ecutrix, for their original purpose,’ friends obser ved, with concern, her 


She united with others also 
in purchasing meetinghouses in 
different parts of England. To 
some able and faithful ministers, 
whose congregations were in poor 
circumstances, she paid the whole 
of their salaries ; to others, a stat- 
ed annual sum in part; to many, 
occasional donations, as she saw 
them needful. She educated ma- 
ny young men of piety for the ho- 
ly ministry. Sensible that igno- 
rance and irreligion, idleness and 
vice, go together, she founded and 
endowed schools, and set on foot 
manufactories for the poor. In 
private, the widow and the father- 
less, the stranger and the distress- 
ed, experienced her abundant be- 
neficence. To enable her to 
prosecute these schemes of be- 
nevolence, she herself carefully 
looked into all her affairs, and 
studied the strictest economy ; 
and though her dress, her table, 
her attendants, her equipage, al- 
ways corresponded to her station, 
yet she denied herself the splen- 
dour which her fortune and rank 
could well have afforded and ex- 
cused. She knew the world too 
well, not to expect its hatred and 
reproach for a zealous and consis- 
tent profession of the gospel ; but 
her natural fortitude and great- 
ness of soul, and the force of re- 
ligion on her heart, rendered this 
of small consequence in her esti- 
mation : more than most christ- 
ians, she gloried in the cross of 
Christ. The falsehood and ill-na- 
ture, which some time were prop- 
agated against her, she made the 
subject of the most refined and in- 
nocent pleasantry. Full of plans 
for the glory of God, and good of 
men, and busy in the prosecution 
ef them, this excellent lady arriy- 


declining state of health. She 
spoke much to them of death, and 
of her persuasion that, with her, it 
was near ; and uniformly express- 
ed her satisfaction and joy at the 
prospect. Her conversation was 
nevertheless as easy, pleasant and 
cheerful, as ever. Religion, in 
her, was not. the production of 
gloom, either during the progress, 
or in the near views of the termi- 
nation of life. Almost her last 
words were, “ if this is dying, it is 
the easiest thing imaginable.” » 
Disease prevailed, and, not many 
hours afterward she expired, on 
Monday, the 17th July, 1786. Of 
her it may be said with truth, 
“Her path was as the shining 
light, which shines brighter and 
brighter to the perfect day.” 
Lady Glenorchy was interred, 
agreeably to her own request, in a 
vault in the centre of her chapel in 
Edinburgh. She left 50001. to the 
society in Scotland, for propagat- 
ing christian knowledge ; 5000). 
for the education of young men for 
the ministry in England, and oth- 
er religious purposes; and the 
greater part of the rest of her for- 
tune, which was considerable, for 
pious and charitable uses. 
> 


For the Panofilist. 


SKETCHES FROM SCRIPTURE. 
«« Seest thou this woman ?’’ 


BLEssED are the tears of the 
contrite heart ! They are not like 
those of the selfish and carnal, 
which enly aggravate the disap- 
pointments by which they are oc- 
casioned. But they are tears un- 
to life, which produce tranquillity, 
purify the soul,and prepare it to re- 
ceive those consolations of thegos- 
pel, which are neither few nor small, 
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& She hath done what she could,” 
said our blessed Saviour, with eyes 
beaming compassion and benevo- 
Jence upon the woman. It was not 
much, but it was all she could do 
and all that Jesus required. She 


“repented, arid came to confess her 


sins, to mourn for the m with hu- 
mility, love, and faith. ‘he queen 
of Sheba could do no more. For 
the gold of Ophir could not make 
an atonement. Jesus only could 
pay the price of her redemption. 
Much was forgiven, for she loved 
much.* 

This woman, perhaps, had been 
one of the fashionables of Jerusa- 
lem, and, in the opinion of the 
world, sustained an unblemished 
character. But the rule, by which 
the world judges, is not the law of 
God, and therefore it is commonly 
erroneous. She hac been proba- 
bly, one of the thoughtless, loqua- 
cious, giddy tribe, whose only pur- 
suit is amusement, and who seek 
it, free from the restraints of mo- 
ral principles. [ler companions 
may have been those, who like 


herself were never lesshappy than 


when at home, nor ever more so, 
than when at shews and specta- 
cles, or wherever amultitude were 
assembled. In her mind, actions 
were classed, not into virtuous and 
Vicious, but like her garments, in- 
to fashionable and unfashionable. 
When reftection exercised her 
mind, her thoughts were of 
«“ changeable suits of apparel, and 
the mantles, and the wimples, and 
the crisping pins, the glasses, and 
the fine linen, and the hoods, and 
the veils.’’t 

Or perhaps, more sedate and 
lofty in her carriage, disdaining 
vulgar vices, and viewing with con- 
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*«« The parable of which this is the appli- 


cation, (says Dr. Guise) phat ily shews that her 
loving muc his mentioned, not as the cause or 
reason) but as the effect and evidence of her 
being forgiven, and of her apprehensions about 


it. And in this manner the particle for is often 
wsed, Sce Hoseaix.15.”? Editor. 


+ Isa. iii. 22, 23. 


[Junes 


tempt the silly throng, she chose 
to sin in a more sober, retired, 
premeditated manner. Her com+ 
panions were the free thinkers of 
the day, who said, ‘/ere 7s no God, 
and with them she jeered at the 


solemn worship of the temple. 


With them she vied in magnifi- 
cent entertainments and equipage, 
in the haughtiness of her demean¢ 
our, and cruelty of her heart. Or 
perhaps, she was a sinner ofa less 
conspicuous and more common 
sort. Her understanding cultivat+ 
ed, her temper mild, an amiable 
daughter, sister and wife, and 
lacked only the one thing needful. 
* God was notinallher thoughts.” 
Religion never appeared to her a 
matter in which she had any con- 
cern. She beheld the smoke of 
the morning and evening sacrific- 
€s, as it rose to heaven, and she 
heard the songs of praise, which 
issued from the temple, yet her 
heart never glowed with devotion. 
Not hke the holy Anna, who con- 
secrated her days to God, she re- 
garded passovers and sabbaths on- 
ly as unwelcome interruptiens of 
her household affairs. The law 
and the prophets were neglected, 
and her affections entirely engros- 
sed by the world. Alas! where 
is the distinction between indiffer- 
ence and contempt; neglect of 
divine worship, and infidelity and 
profaneness? Is it not a heinous 
sin to be any thing less than whol- 
ly devoted to God ? 

Whatever may have been the 
peculiar traits in the character of 
this woman, it is certain she wasa 
sinner, and Christ came to call ev- 
ery sinner torepentance. Behold 
the wandering sheep returning to 
the fold, and observe how kindly 
the benevolentshepherd greets her 
return ! There are no chidings ; 
nothing cold and repulsive in his 
manner. Ze lost sheefi is foundand 
there is joy in heaven. She comes 
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with humility, penetrated with: 
fhame and forrow for her patft life, 
confefling her guilt, and ready to 
furrender herfelf to divine juftice. 
She comes with ardentlovetoGod, 
adoring his character, and over- 
whelmed with gratitude for the 
mercy, which had fuffered her 
crimes fo long, and now fubmitting 
with all her heart and foul to his 
government. She comes with 
faith, believing that God is in 
Chrift reconciling the world tohim- 
felf, and overpowered with the 
valt idea of his condefcenfion and 
love to a fallen world, which is 
now unfolded to her mind. She 
haftens to caft herfelf at the feet of 
Jefus, whom fhe had fo long re- 
garded withdiflike, and glorying in 
repentance, fhe makes it as publick 
as her crimes. She enters the houfe 
of Simon, preffes through the 
crowd, kneels at his feet, wafhes 
them with ftreams of tears, kiifes 
them, wipes them with her difhev- 
elled trefles, and pours on them the 
precious {pikenard. “* Ah Lord !” 
does fhe feem to fay, ** My Lord, 
and my God! Againift thee have 
I finned. Punifh me and I will 
not murmur. Becaufe thy mercy 
is infinite, therefore it reaches to 
fuch a vile wormas Iam. I will 
follow thee whitherfoever thou go- 
eft, and to bear thy reproach fhall 
be fweeter than even the applaufe 
of the world wasto me. Thofe 
who love thee fhall be my friends 
and companions. The world fhall 
have no more a fhare in my heart ; 
Lord I give it all to thee ; conde- 
fcend to makeit thine. O that my 
head were waters, and my eyes 
fountains of tears, that I might 
weep for my fins, as 1 have caufe 
to weep. O that | could forever 
fit at thy feet, that I might nev- 
er more depart from thy prefence, 
for no where elfe fhall I find any 
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comfort.” It is grace, that tri- 
umphs when the proud finner is 
fubdued, and brought a willing 
captive to the throne of mercy. 
Not like the conquerors of this 
world whofe trophies are the go 
ry arms and garments of their 
flaughtered foes ; the trophies of 
the Holy Spirit are the ferenity, 
the joy, and the holinefs of the 
converted foul. 


LA TRAPPE. 








To the Editors of the Panoplist. 
GENTLEMEN, 


If the following Proofs -f the Universal Del- 
uge, taken from Bry.:nt and various other au- 
thorities, are deemed of sufficient merit for 
publication, they are at your disposal PHILO. 


Tue certainty of the univerfal 
deluge is of great moment to the 
chriitian faith. ‘Though the fa- 
cred hiflory ftands ftrong on its 
own bafis, there are men, who 
converfe, and write more, than 
they read or think, exerting all 
their force to invalidate the tefti- 
mony of heaven. ‘Their popular 
talents, their burning zeal in the 
caufe of infidelity, fometimes gives 
currency to their fuperficial phi- 
lofophy, and men of corrupt 
minds are perfuaded to deny one 
of the plaineft narratives of reve- 
lation. This renders ita facred 
duty for thofe, who have leifure, 
to collect the proofs of the Fisod, 
found in the volumes of the learn- 
ed, and to exhibit them to the pub- 
lick. We will attempt, therefore, 
to eftablifh the fact from the relig- 
ious rites and ceremonies, the hie- 
roglyphicks and traditions of gen- 
tile nations ; from various phe- 
nomena of the globe, and final- 
ly from the authority of fecrip- 
ture. 

It may be reafonably fuppofed, 
that fo extraordinary an event as 
the univerfal deluge, would leave 
an awful impreffien on the minds 
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of the furvivors ; that they would 
ttiake it the fubject of their conver- 
fation ; that the tradition would 
be long continued and far extend- 
ed; that places would be nam- 
ed ; that publick proceffions, facred 
rites, and folemn feftivals would 
be inftituted, having reference to 
the amazing cataftrophe ; and 
that, if idolatry fucceeded, Noah 
and his family would be among 
the early objets of religious wor- 
hip. If fuch events are numer- 
ous among ancient nations, they 
will be conclufive evidence of the 
flood ; for why fhould there be in- 
ftitutions to commemorate a del- 
uge, rather than a univerfal pefti- 
lence or conflagration ? If there be 
not traces of fuch inftitutions, near 
the icene of Noah’s deliverance, 
the luitre of the Mofaick hiftory 
will be clouded. We now proceed 
to the examination; but the limits 
of the Panoplift permit only a fmall 
portion of thefe facts to be brought 
to view, 

The name of Noah waslong pre- 
ferved among the nations of the 
ealt. He was called Noas, Naus, 
and Nous. Suidas has preferved 
this traditionofhim. * Nannaus,” 
faith he, “ forefeeing the deluge, 
collected every body together, and 
led them to atemple, where he 
offered up prayers for them with 
many tears.” His name has of- 
ten become unlike itfelf, being 
fafhioned to the idiom of different 
nations; but the circumftances of 
his hiftory remain particular and 
precife. By the Greeks he was 
called Dicnu/us. 

Cities and nrountains bore the 


mame of Noah or Nufa in Ara- 


bia, Ethiopia, Egypt Babylonia, 
Thrace, Vheifaly, Cilicia; Libya, 
Lydia, Macedonia,and Naxos. Al- 
fo on Caucafus and Pelicon,in Eu- 
ooa, and India, were places called 
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Nufa. Tn all thefe countries, not 
only cities and mountains rofe in 
honour of the righteous patriarch, 


but the fame traditions of the food’ 


were extended. Inall thefe coun- 
tries, befide other circumftances 
agreeing with fcripture, Noah is 
faid to have been preferved in an 
ark. Philo aflerts that Deucalion 
and Noah were the fame. The 
Grecians, he fays, call the perfon 
Deucalion ; but the Chaldeans 
{tile him Noe, in whofe time was a 
great irruption of water. Jofe- 


phus fays the flood was mentioned 


in the writings of all, who treated 
of the firft ages. He mentions 
Berofus of Chaldea, Hieronymus 
of Egypt, Mnafeas, Abydenus, 
Melon, and Nicolaus Damafcenus: 
Proceeding eaftward we find the 
event becomes more certain, the 
tradition’ more particular, and 
more minutely conformable to the 
account of Mofes. From the rec- 
ords of Babylon and Media Aby- 
denus quoted, “that the flood 
began on the fifteenth of Dafius, 
that Seithrus fent out birds to 
learn whether the flood had fub- 
fided ; that they returned ; that 
the third time their feet were ftain- 
ed-with mud ; that he then quitted 
the ark. ‘“ He fays, that the ark 
refted on a mountain of Armenia. 
Plutarch mentions the dove, fent 
forth by Noah. But the moft mi- 
nute Pagan account is from Lu- 
cian. He was born-on the banks 
of the Euphrates, where the tradi- 
tions and religious rites, minutely 
reprefented the flood. Amon 
other things, he fays, that the 
antediluvians were men of vio- 
lence, inhofpitable, and unmerci- 
ful, regardlefs of oaths and laws, 
for which they were deftroyed; 
that for this purpofe there was an 
eruption of water from the earth, 
with heavy rains from heaven. 
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The rivers fwelled; the fea over- 
flowed, the whole earth was covered, 
and, excepting Deucalion, all 
flefh were drowned. Animals of 
every fpecies followed him into 
the ark by pairs. 


Mofkt of thefe authors affert, that _ 


the remains of the ark were vifi- 
ble in their time, on a mountain 
Abydenus fays, 
that the people ufed to carry piec- 
es of the wood, as an amulet. 
Berofus fays, they fcraped off the 
afphaltus or pitch, as a charm. 
Some of the chriftian fathers in- 
filt, that the ark was in being in 
their time. Theophilus fays, its re- 
mains were vifible on a mountain 
Chryfoftom {peaks 
of the fad, as well known. 
“Do not,” fays he, ‘“ thofe 
mountains of Armenia bear wit- 
nefs to the truth ; thofe mountains 
where the ark firft refted; and are 
not the remains preferved there to 
this day ?”? Se extenfive was the 
gentile hiltory of the flood, varied 
indeed according to the manners 
of different nations, yet retaining 


the material circumftances. 


So deeply affected, fo devoutly 
imprefled were fucceeding genera- 
tions, that, in commemoration of 
this terrible event, many particu- 
lars of it were incorporated with 
their religious folemnities.. The 
priefts of Amon, at particular fea- 
fons, carried in publick proceffion 
aboat,in which was an oracular 
fhrine, holden in great venera- 
tion. In Egypt was a {fimilar 
cultom. Thefe proceflions are 
carved inthe temples of Upper 
Egypt. The fhip Ifis was a fa- 
credemblemamong the Egyptians, 
in honour of which they had an 
annual feftival ; the rite was bor- 
rowed by the Romans. The 
name of the fhips and fhrines 
was Baris, a remarkable circum- 
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ftance ; this being a name of the 
mountain, on which the ark reft- 
ed, the fame as Ararat. There 
isa large mountain fays Nico- 
laus Damascenus,in Armenia, call- 
ed Baris ; and there is a tradition, 
that in the deluge one perfon float- 
ing in an ark, arrived at the fum- 
mit of this mountain. 

It is faid, Sefoftris built a fhip 
of cedar, 280 cubits‘long, the out- 
fide covered with gold, the infide 
with filver ; that he dedicated it 


to Ofiris at Thebes, an inland city 


of Upper Egypt. It was doubt- 
lefs a reprefentation of the aré. 
It was called Theba, as was the 
city. Theba was the very name 
of Noah’s ark. He was ordered 
to build an ark ; in Hebrew, Tihe- 
ba. Inother countries an ark was 
among the mytteries of their re- 
ligion, and carried about at their 
feftivals. At Erathra, in Ionia, the 
deity was reprefented upon a flat, 
in a temple of the higheft antiqui- 
ty. At Athens, at Phalerus, at 
Olympia, a fhip was carried in 


proceffion with great reverence. 


Shrines were generaliy fhaped in 
the form of fhips; yea /hips and 
temples received their names from 
this event, being ftiled Naus and 
Naos, and failors Nautai, in refer- 
ence to the patriarch, Nags, Naus, 
or Noah. When referring to the 
deluge, the Greek writers always 
{peak of an ark, and, though they 
often call the fame perfon by vari- 
ous names, they make all of them te 
be preferved in an ark. ‘Thus Ofi- 
ris, Comates, Deucalion, Perifeus, 
and Dionutus, were all preferved 
inan ark. ‘Theie are {fufficient 
proofs, that the deluge was well 
known in the gentile world. 
Many colonies ftiled themfelves 
Thebeans, from Thebe, an ark. 
Hence many cities were called 
Theba, as in Egypt, Besotia, Cili- 
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cia, Ionia, Attica, Syria, Italy, 
and other countries. Kibotos is 
another name of the ark ufed by 
the writers of the new Teftament. 
This name the Greeks probably 
borrowed from the Eaft. Accord- 
ingly, a haven in Egypr and a 
city of great antiquity in Phrygia 
bore thisname. A coin of Philip, 
the elder, ftruck at this place, had 
on the reverfe a hiftory of the flood 
in miniature. A fquare ved- 
fel or ark is graven, in which are 
a man and woman; over the 
ark fits a dove ; below is an- 
other on the wing, holding a 
{mall branch inits mouth. Before 
the ark a man and woman feem 
juft to have left it, underneath the 
perfon is the word Noe. The 
gentiles reckoned the ark, as a 
temple, and the refidence of the 
Deity ; and the perfons faved 
were finally confidered, as deities. 
Hence the ancient gods of Egypt 
were precifely eight. Agreeably 
with fcripture the ancient writers 
always reprefent Noah, as the firft 
after the deluge who built an al- 
tar to God, planted a vineyard, 
and made wine. 

In the delineation of the fphere, 
though altered in the hands of the 
Greeks, there remains evidence, 
that reference was had to the del- 
uge. According to Hegefianax, 
A quarias was Noah or Deucalion. 
Berofus relates that Noah was rep- 
refented by a fifh, and Hyginus 
{peaks of the fifhes on the fphere, 
as reprefentations of perfons, and 
mentions from Eratolthenes, that 
the fifh Notas was the father of 
mankind. Tradition relates, that 
the raven was fent on a meflage by 
Apollo, and never returned ; this 
bird is placed in the fphere ; and 
there is Argo, the facred fhip, 
formed by divine wifdom. This 
was the ark of Noah, fometimes 
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called the fhip of Ofiris. Plu- 
tarch fays, the veffel in the facred 
fphere, which the Grecians call 
the Argo, reprefented the fhip of 
Ofiris, which, from reverence, had 
been placed inthe heavens. The 
precife meaning of Argus is ax 
ark, fynonimous with Theba. 
When the ark of God was to be 
reftored to the Ifraelites, prefents 
of atonement were put into an ar- 
gus. As colonies went abroad, 
called Thebeans, or Arkites, and 
built cities, called Theba or Ark ; 
fo were many cities in different 
countries called Argos, as in 
Thefflaly, Boeotia, Epirus and Si- 
cily. In all which places is the 
tradition of Deucalion and the 
ark. The whole Peloponnefus 
was once called Argos. The an- 
cients defcribed the ark, as a /u~ 
nette, or half moon ; it was there- 
fore called Meen, which fignifies a 
moon, and a crefcent became its 
fymbol. Of courfe the patriarch 
was called Meen, and Menes, and 
was worfhipped in all the nations 
of the Eaft, as Deus Lunus, or 
the Lunar God. This Lunar 
God, according to Strabo, had 
temples erected for his worfhip in 
Phrygia, in Pifidia, and in many 
other places. 

In thefe facts we fee how ex- 
tenfive and permanent was the re- 
membrance of the deluge. Is it 
poflible for any man to read, and 
impartially confider thefe things, 
and reject the account of Noah’s 
flood ? Is it conceivable, that fuch 
uniformity of religious rites, fuch 
uniformity of names, of hiero- 
glyphicks, and traditions exifts by 
chance ? As well may a palace or 
city rife by chance from the fands 
of Africa, or the forelts of Amer- 
ica. 

( Zo be continued, ] 
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For the Panofilist. 


Letters to a brother, a young man of fashion. 


LETTER Il. 
ON THE IMMUTABILITY OF RELIGION. 


Dear Brother, | 

Ir is often a subject of re- 
gret, that I can so seldom enjoy 
your company. But be assured, 
our long separations do not dimin- 
ish that love, which began to glow 
in my breastat your birth, and con- 
stantly grew with your growth. 
With what sensations of mingled 
pleasure and gloom do I recall the 
years of our childhood and youth. 
How pleasing were the scenes, 
through which we passed. How 
many the advantages we enjoy ed. 
Our parents, now sleeping in death, 
were tender, exemplary and pious. 


* Such parents ought to be recorded 
a among the best gifts of heaven. 























~ May we never forget their excel- 


Jent instructions, their worthy 
characters, their anxious concern 
for our good. 

Through what scenes have we 
both passed since our father’s de- 
cease. Divine Providence has fa- 
voured you with uninterrupted 
health and prosperity, and finally 
placed you in a very eligible situa- 
tion. But while I rejoice in your 
worldly prosperity, my joy is not 
without abatement. It is painful 
to this heart of mine, which so ten- 
derly loves you,to think of the dan- 
gers attending your present flour- 
ishing condition ; especiallv as the 
circle of your particular friends is 
removed far from the examples, 
which we were early taught to 
venerate. 

‘You know not, my dear brother, 
with what emotions I heard you 
say, when I was last at your house, 
that the religion of the fathersof New 
England, though well enough adafit- 
ed to their condition, is by no means 
suited to this enlightened, polished 
ege. You gave to all present a 
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proof of your candour, by acknowl- 
edging what, I apprehend, is capa- 
ble of abundant confirmation, that 
the early religion of New England 
was, in substance, the same with 
primitive christianity. But you 
added, what is called orthodoxy 
might bevery well fitted for men just 
delivered from the idols of fagan- 
ism, for men beginning to emerge 
Jrom the darkness and sufterstition 
of fofiery, and for men exiled from 
their country by the hand of persecu- 
tion, and employed in éstablishing 
the rudiments of learning and fiiety 
in the American wilderness. But 
that religionis not necessary for men 
of better education and more refined 
morals. In short, you gave it as 
vour opinion, that there ts no need 
of sufifiosing the doctrines and ex- 
ercises of religion to be at all times 
precisely the same, but that they 
may undergo a change corresfiond- 
ing with the great changes which 
take pfilace in society. 

Bear with me, dear brother, 
while I attempt, with the freedom 
which warm affection inspires, to 
expose the fallacy and danger of 
such an opinion. This I doin obe- 
dience to the solemncharge,which 
I received from our dying father. 
My son, said he, with a faltering 
voice, that God who has been fileas- 
ed to take your amiable mother to 
himself, now calls for me. I eare 
nestly recommend you to his mercy. 
And I desire you to consider the 
tender age of your dear little brothe 
er. I know your affection for him. 
I charze you to take care of his soul. 
Now asI write in.the name of our 
honoured father, and shall defend 
that religion, which animated him 
in life, and consoled him in death ; 
I am sure that you, to whom his 
memory is so dear, will peruse 
what I write with seriousness and 
candour. 

The first consideration which 
Cccurs, is, the immutability of God, 
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the object and the author of all true 
religion, Although human things 
are allsubject tochange ; although 
your temporal affairs now so pros- 
perous, may tomorrow be in the 
inost calamitous state ; although 
the revolutions of the age may de- 
molish institutions, which have 
been the boast of other times ; al- 
though rising improvements in the 
arts and sciences may obliterate 
every trace of former ignorance 
and weakness ; still God is the 
same yesterday, today, andfor ever. 
Now that religion which has the 
unchangeable God for its object, 
andessentially consists in conform- 
ity to his holy character, must be 
unchangeable. Since the life of 
our parents, since the days of our 
forefathers, or since the age of the 
apostles, hastherebeen any change 
in Jehovah, which makes it proper 
to render him a religious service 
less humble, less strict, solemn, 
and evangelical, than that which 
they rendered ? 

The immutable God is not only 
the object, but the author ofall true 
religion. The doctrines or truths 
of religion are contained in the 
volume of inspiration. They were 
written there, my brother, by the 
finger of God. The tenets of hea- 
then philosophy, passing through 
the hands of changeable men, who 
modelled them as they would, had 
no fixed, invariable stamp. But 
the doctrines of revelation,coming 
from an unchangeable source, are 
the same in all ages. God is the 
author of on/y one system of relig- 
ious tru'h. He has not, since the 
apostles’ day, introduceda new sys- 
tem, nor altered that which was 
given tothem. That which they 
believed, which, yougrant, differed 
not materially from that which our 
pious ancestors believed, is that 
which we must believe. The au- 
thor of all religious truth has not 
taught us to expect, that the pror 
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gressive cultivation of reason will 
add any thing to revelation. Nor 
has he empowered us to lay aside, 
as obsolete, any part of revealed 
truth, and substitute in its placethe 
improvements of human wisdom. 

The precepts or practical rules 
of religion are also from God, and 
arg therefore immutable. Jesus 
spoke not the language of modern 
fashionable religion, when he said, 
“ Think not that I am come to de- 
stroy the law or the prophets. I 
am not come to destroy, but to ful- 
fil. It is easier for heayen and 
earth to pass away, than one jot or 
tittle of the law to fail.” CGod’s 
law, my brother, admits no altera- 
tion, and is norespector of persons. 
It requires the same duties of the 
rich and the poor, of the learned 
and the ignorant, of the refined and 
the vulgar, of the king on his 
throne, and the servant of meanest 
name. It laid equal obligations on 
polished Greeks and wild barbari, 
ans. The accomplished Saul, 
when divinely taught the un- 
changeable strictness and perfec- 
tion of the law, found himself up- 
on a level with the greatest crimi- 
nals. The law being once publish- 
ed by the unchangeable Jehovah, 
can never be altered, except by the 
authority of him who made it. 
But has God ever authorized us to 
lower the precepts of the law, or 
the gospel, and to adapt them to 
the varying manners and situations 
of men? Are not they who possess 
the greatest advantages of fortune, 
under as high obligations to obey 
the commands of Christ, as they 
who possess the least ? Consider 
those precepts ofchristianity, which 
require the greatest strictness of 
religion, the most unreserved de; 
votion to God. “ Whosoever will 


come after me, let him deny himself, 
take uft the cross, and follsw me. If 
thy right eye offend thee, filuck it 
outyand cast tt fromthee. If thy 
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right hand offend thee, cut tt off, and 
cast it from thee. Love not the 
world, nor the things which are in 
the world. Put off the old man, 
whichis corrufit according to decett- 


x, ; Jul lusts, and be renewed in the sfur- 


ét of your minds, and fiut on the new 
man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. Be 
ye holy, for I am holy.” Now, dear 
brother, are men of high birth and 
education, men of fashion and opu- 
lence released from the obligation 
of these holy precepts? Does the 
whole burden lie upon the unlearn- 
ed, the poor, the retired, the afflict- 
ed? Or has time exhausted the 
force of precepts, which once had 
power to bind all, so that they 
must now be considered as laws 
repealed, or fallen into disuse ? 
What strange inquiries are 
these ? Yet they are naturally sug- 
gested by the fashionable opinions 
of the day. Let us remember, 
then, that the rule of duty is un- 
yielding and immutable. Proceed- 
ing from God, it cannot conform 
to the taste of the times ; it can- 
not be accommodated to the cor- 
rupt inclinations of the heart. No 
man may add to it, or take from it. 
And if the rule of duty, the stand- 
ard of religion, is always the same, 
then religion is always the same. 
For two things essentially differ- 
ent from each other cannot be 
conformed to the same standard. 
We are further taught, that re- 
kigious affection, or conformity of 
heart to the doctrines and precepts 
of revelation, is the effect of divine 
efficiency. Hence we infer that it 
is, substantially, the same in all 
ages. It is a supposition inconsist- 
ent with the immutability of him, 
who workethallinall,thathe should 
in one age produce religiotis affec- 
tions essentially different from 
those, which he produces in anoth- 
er; that virtue and piety, always 


On the Immutability of Religion, 





TS 


their essential features according 
to the state of science arfd manners. 

That the terms of salvation are 
always the same is another proof 
of the immutability of religion. 
The gospel addresses mankind, as 
being sinners. Christ declares 
that his undertaking respects sin- 
ners only. Therefore he proposes 
salvation to all upon the same con- 
ditions. Repentance and faith are 
constantly represented to be ab- 
solutely necessary to salvation. 
Christ and his apostles gave no in- 
timation, that it could ever be ob- 
tained on any lowerterms. They 
made no allowance in favour of 
men possessed of high literary ad- 
vantages, and distinguished by the 
suavity of their manners, and the 
exterior fairness of theircharacter. 
Repfrent, and believe in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, is the solemn language, 
which the gospel addresses to all 
men ; or if it makes any distinc- 
tion, it is by declaring the uncom- 
mon difficulties, which impede the 
salvation of the wealthy, the learn- 
ed, the selfrighteous ; and by sug- 
gesting the greater divine power 
and mercy, which in their case are 
needful. 

What, then, shall we say to 
these things? Is not saving relig- 
ion the same in all ages? Are not 
regeneration, repentance, and faith 
the same things now, as they were 
in the first period of christianity, 
and in the devout ages of New 
England ? In short, is it not, in all 
times and circumstances,the same 
thing to obey the gospel of Jesus 
Christ ? 

You may derive another argu- 
ment for the immutability of relig- 
ion from ‘the sameness of its evi- 
dence. ‘The evidence of religion 
more directly belongs to its doc- 
trines, or those things which are 
theobjects of faith. Now the same 
evidence, which primitive chris- 
tians had of the divinity of the gos- 
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pel, and of its particular truths, is, 
in substance, transmitted to us. 
Improved reason and philosophy 
have discovered nothing to invali- 
date that evidence, which satisfied 
primitive believers respecting the 
peculiar tenets of revelation. If 
they had sufficient evidence, ‘hat by 
the offence of Adam his prosterity 
were made sinners ; that all are by 
nature dead in tresfiasses and sins, 
and so the children of wrath ; that 
Christ was set forth as a frropiitiae 
tion for sin ; that none can be re- 
cetved into heaven without regener- 
ation ; that they, who are called, are 
called of God according to his eter- 
nal fiurfiose ; that they who refient 
and believe, owe their refientance, 
their faith, and their consequent sal- 
vation to grace ; if they had suffi- 
cient evidence of these positions, 
sohave we. Ifthey had such evi- 
dence of Cavist’s divinity, as ren- 
dered it proper for them to consid- 
er him, as God, and to address 
himas the suitable object of divine 
worship ; then we have such evi- 
dence, as renders the same proper 
for us. There was no considera- 
tion to justify Thomas in calling 
Jesus, Ais Lord, and his God, and 
dying Stephen in offering prayer 
to the ascended Saviour, which does 
not warrant and require believers 
now to honour him with the same 
religious worship. The same 
might be said of every christian 
doctrine. As truth is unchangea- 
ble in its nature, its evidence re- 
mains the same. To ancient be- 
lievers sufficient evidence was sat- 
isfactery. It ought to be soto us. 
I am your ever affectionate broth- 
er, CONSTANS. 
[ Zo be continued. ] 
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QUESTION. 


* WHEN there is a struggle in 
the mind between rightand wrong, 


[June; 


how may it be known whether this 
struggle arises from the checks of 
natural conscience in an unrenew- 
ed mind, or from a principle of 
grace in the soul?” If the follow- 
ing thoughts on the subject seem 
likely to afford any satisfaction to 
the Querist, they are at his and 
your service. 


1. The struggle which arises 
from the checks of natural con- 
science in an unrenewed mind, 
will generally be found to be par- 
tial as to its object, having respect 
only to some particular sin or 
sins, which may appear more hei- 
nous in their nature, or more dan- 
gerous in their consequences, than 
others. The conflict, in this case, 
is not with what the scriptures 
term the Jody of sin : whereas the 
struggle that originates in a prin- 
ciple of grace is against sin uni- 
versally : its object is that the old 
man (7. e. the oid nature altogeth- 
er) may be put off with his deeds. 
It is far from being a mere strug- 
gle against prominent vices ; it is 
an opposition which prompts the 
true christian to search out and 
pursue the foe, and wherein the 
severest conflicts are with the la- 
tent evils of the heart, such as 
pride, unbelief, selfrighteousness, 
want of submission to the divine 
will, &c. ‘There is no hypocrisy, 
allowed deceit, or indulgence of 
any sin whatever, in the true spir- 
itual warfare. 

2. The struggle between pas- 
sion and conscience in the breast 
ofa natural man is generally un- 
steady and variable. At certain 
seasons it is vigorous and strong ; 
at’other times faint and feeble ; 
and then again, for perhaps a long 
season, altogether suspended : 
whereas the conflict between na- 
ture and grace, between the flesh 
and the Spirit, is more steady, 
regular, and uniform. The true 
belicyer, communing daily with 


ie 








* edged duties. 
~ in this ftruggle, which fhews either 


ee hatred of fin, or love of the divine 
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his own heart, and difcover- 
ing with pain the fecret work- 
ings of evil, gains increafing con- 
viction of the importance of perfe- 
vering oppofition in patience, vig- 
ilance, faith, and prayer. His ap- 
plications to the Throne of Grace 
are daily renewed, and thus, 
ftrengthened with power and 
might from above, he is enabled 
to maintain the good fight, not 
prefuming to lay down his arms 
till the days of his warfare (Job 
xiv. 14.) are ended. 

3. The ordinary ftruggle in an 


~ unrenewed mind originates chiefly 


in fear, and is ftronger in propor- 
tion as the apprehenfion of danger 
isexcited. It is, in fact, a ftrug- 
| gle between the judgment and the 


~ * inclination, the one pointing out 
+» the confequences; while the other 


» covets the pleafures, of fin ; the 
" one preffing the importance and 
* neceflity, while the other fhrinks 
’ from the performance of acknowl- 
There is nothing 


' law. The truth is, the heart is not 
- divorced from evil habits and at- 
tachments, and is therefore fecret- 


> ly offended at the ftrictnefs, fpirit- 
) uality, and extent of that law, 
~ which condemns them : there isa 
> latent difpleafure in the foul, be- 
 caufe fin and happinefs are not 
-~ made compatible. 
>» flict in a fpirftual mind is ever at- 


Now the con- 


tended with a hatred of fin, asa 
thing evil in its nature, as well as 


) pernicious in its confequences. 


Not only the judgment condemns, 
but the will oppofes, and the af- 


© fections are withdrawn from it. 


nt The law of God, which in the oth- 


er cafe is matter of offence, is here 

not only acknowledged as holy 

and juft, but approved as good : 

it is the delightof the inward man : 
D 
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and the grief of a fincerechriftianis 
to find in himfelf fomany way ward 
tempers and difpofitions not duly 
fubjected to its righteous and falu- 
tary control. Againft thefe he 
maintains an habitual and ferious 
conflia, and not merely to avoid 
the condemnation, butalfo the pol- 
lution of fin ; not fimply wifhing 
to fecure future happinefs, but la- 
bouring to perfect holinefs in the 
fear of God. In the ordinary 
ftruggle, when the better principle 
feems for the moment to prevail, 
and the duty preffed upon the con- 
{cience is performed, the obedience 
is only like that of Saul, when he 
forced himfelf to offer a burnt offer- 
ing. When the folicitation to fin is 
denied, it is but like the refufal of 
Balaam to go with the meflengers 
of Balak, when he gladly would 
have accompanied them had he 
dared to do it: In fhort, to berrow 
a comparifon, which I have fome- 
where feen, whatever firuggles an 
unrenewed man may have, {in is to 
him like precious wares in the fhip, 
which are only thrown over board 
(and that as fparingly as poffible) 
in a ftorm : but to one of a fpiritu- 
al mind it is as the ftagnantand of- 
fenfive water in the veffel, which 
the good mariner is afliduous to 
pump out and clear away daily. 
4. Where the ftruggle between 
right and wrong arifes only from 
the checks of natural confcience, it 
is condutted, or carried on, by the 
mere exertion of natural power 
the fubject of it oppofes folicita- 
tions to evil, with purpofes and ref- 
olutions formed entirely in his own 
ftrength : whereas, in the confli& 
between the flefh and the fpirit, in 
a renewed mind, the combatant is 
{trong in the grace that is in Chrift 
Jefus. By the acting of faith, from 
time to time renewed, on the Sa- 
viour to whom he is by that vital 
ee 
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principle united, he derives renew- 
ed fupplies of that fpirit of power 
and might, whereby alone he can 
effectually be ftrengthened in the 
inner man, to fight the good fight, 
and to crucify the flefh with its af- 
feétions and lufts. 

Laitly. From the ftruggles oc- 
cafioned by the merechecksof nat- 
ural confcienceno extenfive or per- 
manent good effectsenfue. How- 
ever temptation may occafionally 
be refifted with effect, the power 
of the enemy is not broken or {fub- 
dued ; nor is there produced in 
the mind any habitual vigilance, 
circumfpection, godly jealoufy, 
fear, or abhorrence of evil. Sin, 
in fome form or other, ftill reigns 
in the mortal body, and is obeyed 
in the lufts thereof. But in the 
confli@, which arifes from a prin- 
ciple of grace in the foul, fubftan- 
tial advantage is gained over the 
adverfary : the malignity and de- 
ceitfulneis of fin are, in an increaf- 
ing degree, difcovered, its fecret 


motions are more clearly traced, 


and its f{ubtle workings more effect- 
ually fruftrated. The foul learns 
more fully the importance of faith 
and prayer, of the continual ufe of 
the chriftian armour, and of “look- 
ing unto Jefus.” By thefe means 
they that are Chrilt’s are enabled 
to crucify the flefh with its affec- 
tions and Jufts, fo that all things 
belonging to the old man do grad- 
ually die in them, while all things 
belonging to the new man live and 
grow inthem. ‘This ftatement is 
not to be confidered as invalidated 
bythe complaints of eminent chrii- 
tians concerning the, power of fin 
within them, by reafon whereof 
they yet groan being burdened. 
It is to be confidered that, in pro- 
portion to a man’s real growth in 
graceand holinefs, fin not only will 
be more clearly feen, but more cor- 


dially hated, and its oppofition to 
the new man more acutely and 
painfully felt. It is not therefore 
a fair inference from the com- 
plaints alluded to, that sin is not 
mortified or weakened. The be- 
liever may expeét the oppofition of 
the enemy, and count upon the con- 
tinuance of the conflié, till the hap- 
py period fhall arrive when he will 
receive the endof his faith, even the 
falvation of his foul. M. T. H. 
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Tuere are many in the chrif- 
tian world, who confine their re- 
flections on religion almoft entire- 
ly to its moral precepts ; while its 
dottrines are difregarded, as com- 
paratively of little confequence. 
By fome, thefe are entirely over- 
looked, as if they had been intend- 
ed only for the ftudy of the profefi- 
ed Theologian ; and as if the be- 
lief of themhad no conneétion with 
the happinefs of a future ftate. By 
others, difcuffions concerning the 
real import of particular pailages 
of fcripture, and the nature of the 
doétrines deducible from them, are 
little attended to ; thefe being con- 
fidered as points, in the decifion of 
which, the private chriftian is not 
materially interefted. According- 
ly, if thefe men form for them- 
felves any fyftem of opinions con- 
cerning the meaning of the doc- 
trines of fcripture, they profefs to 
have no defire to convert others to 
the belief of their peculiar fenti- 
ments. They leave every man to 
be guided by the conviction of his 
own mind ; and defpife, as the big- 
ots of a party, thofe who maintain 
the neceflity of believing, as the 
only true doétrines, one clafs of 
religious tenets. 

It ishardly neceflary to say any 

* A Periodical Work published at Edinburgh, 
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thing in refutation of the firft of 
thefe opinions. He, who can deny 
man’s obligation to believe the doc- 
trines of the gofpel ; who can re- 
jet, as ufelefs, thofe truths, which 
conttitute thevery eflence of chrift- 
janity ; and who can deprive its 
morals of their only pure and effi- 
cient motives, deferves not the 
name of chriffian. He defpifes the 
authority of God, andrefufes, with 
daring ingratitude, the beft bleff- 
ingsof revelation; thecomfortsand 
hopes, which its doétrines infpire. 

The fecond opinion however, in 
which it is maintained, that every 
man may fafely adopt his own 
views of the doctrines of f{cripture, 
whether they aétually accord with 
its real intention or not, deferves 
our more ferious confideration. 
This is an opinion, common to 
many profeffors of chriftianity. It 
hasthe appearance of much liberal- 
ity and candour ; and will certain- 
ly be approved of by every one, who 
takes only a fuperficial view of the 
fubje& ; whén attentively examin- 
ed, however, it will appear to be 
founded on the following fuppofi- 
tion alfo. That the language of 
fcripture on many of the effential 
doctrines of chriftianity is ambigu- 
ous, that its import cannot be pofi- 
tively afcertained by the candid in- 
quirer, and that nointerpretation of 
it, and no explanation of the mean- 
ing of its doctrinescan be regarded, 
as exclufively true. If, therefore, 
we can fhew that this fuppofition is 
unfupported, the opinion, built up- 
on it, muft fall to the ground. 

By denying fuch affertions, how- 
ever, we mult not be underftood to 
affirm, that the meaning of every 
part of icripture is plain and obvi- 
ous. Many paflages are neceflari- 
ly obfcure, from our imperfect 
knowledge of the language and 
manners of the period, in which the 
facred books were written; and 
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there are fonte things, which God 
hath feen fit to reveal to us only in 
part. But we fhall endeavour to 
prove that all, who allow chriftian- 
ity to be a divine revelation, muft 
acknowledge that the grand char- 
acteriltick do&rines of the gofpel, 
original fin, the divinity andatone- 
mentof Chrift, juftification throtgh 
faith, and the other effential points, 
conneéted with thefe, in as far as 
they are neceffary for enabling us 
to apprehendthem, are promulgat- 
ed in clear and unequivocal terms. 

Before the gofpel was preached, 
mankind were involved in the moft 
deplorable darknefs and uncertain- 
ty with regard to every particular, 
whichconcerned their prefent hopes 
and future happinefs. Everything 
was obicure, and much was entire- 
ly concealed. The placability of 
God, the efficacy of repentance, 
and the exiftence of a future {tate, 
were all doubted, even by the wif- 
eft and moft enlightenedheathens. 
Compaffionating men in this 
wretched condition, God was 
pleafed to bring life and immor- 
tality to light by the gofpel; to 
fhew them in a manner which 
could not be mifunderftood, the 
fources of confolation, and the rule 
of duty ; to point out the way of 
accefs to him, and to direé& their 
views to an eternal inheritance be- 
yond the grave. If, however, thefe 
effential truths were not plainly 
difcovered ; if the language, in 
which they are exprefled, even af- 
ter all the inveltigations of the 
learned, be full: of ambiguity ; 
where are the advantages of reve- 
lation? What light hath it fhed on 
a benighted world? What fure 
confolation, what good hope hath 
it given to the fearful mind of 
guilty man? It hath declared to 
us indeed God’s willingnefs to 
pardon ; but hath left us, as be- 
fore, in total uncertainty about 
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the method of obtaining forgive- 
nefs. "T'wo oppofite opinions on 
this important fubject cannot be e- 
qually acceptable to God ; cannot 
afford the iame firm fatisfaction 
and confolation to man. If, there- 
fore, chriltianity be a divine reve- 
lation, its doctrines mult have been 
exprefled in fuch a manner, that 
they may be eafily underftood by 
every fincere, unprejudiced inquir- 
er. The goodnefs of God would 
lead him to adapt his inftructions 
to the circumftances of his crea- 
tures; and, though fome of the 
doétrines are, from their own na- 
ture, incomprehenfible by our 
limited faculties; yet our obliga- 
t'~:. to believe them can be clearly 
perceived. Chriftianity is a divine 
revelation, in which God has giv- 
en a plain and unequivocal decla- 
ration of his commands, and we 
cannot fuppofe that it is a matter 
of indifference, in what fenfe we 
receive them; or that he will be 
fully fatished with our obedience, 
though we pervert his precepts 
and mifinterpret hislaws. In hu- 
man governments no fuch perver- 
fion would pafs unpunifhed. The 
lawgiver may relax his feverity in 
favour of fuch, as are unacquaint- 
ed with the particular terms of the 
law: or of fuch, as are unable, 
from the want of intellectual fac- 
ulties, to exercife their judgment 
concerning it. Every other fub- 
ject is fuppofed capable of under- 
itanding, in what fenfe he fhould 
obey the laws of his fovereign ; 
and, if he do not obferve them, he 
is punifhed accordingly. In like 
manner the divine threatenings 
mult be fulfilled agamft thofe, 
who, from corrupt pailion, willing- 
ly mifinterpret the facred oracles. 

To this it is obje&ed, as matter 
of fa&, that men of fincerity and 
candour, differ widely with regard 
to the eflentialdoctrines of the gof- 


pel; and therefore that the only 
period, in which the meaning of 
thefe doctrines could be infallibly 
known, was during the lives of the 
apoftles, and their immediate fol- 
lowers. Have thenthe pies 
of that revelation, which profe fled 
to be of univerfal and perpetual 
ufe, been confined to the period of 
its firft propagation? or has the cer- 
tainty, which it was intended to 
give to the fondeft hopes of man, 
been enjoyed only by thofe favour- 
ed few, who were bleffed with the 
extraordinary illuminations of the 
fpirit of God? It is much more 
reafonable to fuppofe that the will 
of God is intelligible by every one, 
whofe mind is not biaffed by finful 
prejudice, and who forms his opin- 
ions of the doétrines of fcripture 
from a view of the united forceand 
beautiful analogy of all its declara- 
tions. Nor do we hefitate to affirm 
that it is poffyble totrace every cor- 
ruption of the facred doétrine to 
fome depraved principle in the hu- 
man heart. This principle indeed 
is fometimes fo concealed from 
view, that a man, acting under its 
influence, imagines that he is 
fearching for truth with theutmolt 
fairnefs and impartiality. Vanity, 
fkepticifm, depraved inclinations, 
and love of novelty have been the 
parents of innumerable errours. 
Thefe, nourithed by party fpir- 
it, and fupported, in many cafes, 
bythe firm conviction of thofe, 
who adhere to them, have main- 
tained their ftrength. When men 
are influenced by fuch motives, 
they cannot examine with impar- 
tiality. Detached portions of ferip- 
ture are made the foundation of a 
new fyftem of doétrines, and other 
paflages are explained with the 
previous determination of making 
them accord with it, or perhaps 
with the firm aflurance, that they 
would do fo. If this be the way, 
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in which men are led, by falfe prin- 
ciples, to form erroneous opinions 
in religion, their errours will belaid 
totheirewncharge ; they have not 
been occafioned by any unneceflary 
obfcurity in the divine revelation. 

But here the queftion recurs, 
who are in the right ? What is the 
interpretation of fcripture which 
may be regarded, as exclufively 
true? Are they not dogmatical and 
conceited, who maintain that they 
alone, of all chriftians, have exam- 
ined without prejudice, and difcov- 
ered, with infallible certainty, the 
truemeaningof the oraclesof God? 
To this we reply, that there are 
fyfiems of doctrine demonftrated 
to be pure by evidence, which our 
opponentscannot reafonably refilt. 
Thefe are the articles and confef- 
fions of faith of this and a neigh- 
bouringchurch. Whatever may be 
the errours of either in the form of 
difcipline or worfhip, or in other 
matters not eflential; their fyftems 
of deétrine are perhaps the pureft, 
which could have been expected in 
any works of human compofition. 
Nor is this merely a prefumption, 
drawn from the manners of the 
times, when they are compofed, or 
from the great piety and integrity 
of the compilers ; but it is an af- 
fertion, the truth of which may be 
proved by an appeal to the coinci- 
dence of thefe doétrines with the 
fentiments of the immediate fol- 
lowers of the apoftles. If this co- 
incidence can be fhown, it com- 
pletely demonftrates the purity of 
our religious doétrines to every 
one, who admits the conclufivenefs 
of hiltorical evidence. For, what- 
ever may have been the early cor- 
ruptions of the chriftian church, it 
is not credible, that the contempo- 
raries and immediate fucceffors of 
the apoftles could have ignorantly, 
or willingly perverted the facred 
doctrines. This was fo far from 





being the cafe, that they manifeft- 
edon all occafions the greateft zeal 
in preferving them inviolate. The 
rife of every new herefy was ob- 
ferved by them with a mixture of 
aftonifhment, indignation, and for- 
row, which manifefted that, till 
thattime, they had been united and 
firm in the belief of one fyftemwf 
doétrines. Now, it has often been 
fhown (and no one has ever been 
able to prove the contrary,) that 
the do¢trine of our church* corres- 
ponds exactly with the faith of the 
primitive chriftians; or, in other 
words, with the faith of the infpir- 
ed writer. The doétrines, which 
we hold, are not the inventions of 
men, nor the perverfions of fcrip- 
ture truth; they are coeval with 
the firft promulgation of the gof- 
pel ; for it cannot be fhown, that 
they were introduced at a later pe- 
riod. In the darknefs of Popith ig- 
norance fome of them were almoft 
extinguifhed ; but whenever learn- 
ing and reverence for thefcriptures 
began to revive, the pure doctrines 
of Chrift fhone forth with renewed 
luftre. They were received by our 
venerable reformers, as the great- 
eft bleffings of Heaven, and wor- 
thy of being kept and defended 
with a fortitude, which tortures 
and death could not overcome. 
Shall then their defcendantspermit 
themfelves to be deprived of fuch 
bleffings, from the unmanly fear, 
that their firm, though modeft de- 
fence of them, would be illiberally 
ftiled the effect of a dogmatick and 
conceited {pirit ? [ Zo be continued. ] 
* The Church of Scotland. 
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THE following anecdote of Cal. 
vin, while it does much honour to 
his moral and religious chara¢ter, 
is a curious hiftorical faé&, which 
deferves to be generally known, 
Tt was related at Geneva, by Deo- 
dati, one of Calvin’s succeffors, te 
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the firft Lord Orrery, who flourifh- 
ed under the reign of Charles the 
firt. The extraé is taken from 
© The ftate letters and memoirs of 
the right Hon. Roger Boyle,’ 
Page 4, 5- 

‘ Eckius being fent by the pope, 
legate into France, upon his return 
refolved to take Geneva in his way 
on purpoie to fee Calvin; and if 
occalion were, to attemptreducing 
him tothe Roman church. There- 
fore, when Eckius was come with- 
in a league of Geneva, he left his 
retinue there, and went, accompa- 
nied but with one man, tothe city, 
in the forenoon. Setting up his 
horfes at an inn, he inquired where 
Calvin lived, whofe houfe being 
fhown him, he knocked at the door 
and Calvin himfelf came to open 
it to him. Eckius inquiring for 
Mr. Calvin, he was told he was the 
perfon. Eckius acquainted him, 
that he was a ftranger ; and hav- 
ing heard much of “his fame, was 
come to wait upon him. Calvin 
invited him to come in, and he en- 
tered the houfe with him ; where 
difcourfing of many things con- 
cerning religion, Eckius perceived 
Calvin to be an ingenuous learned 
man, and defired to know if he had 
nota garden to walkin. To which 
Calvin replying he had, they both 
went into it ; and there Eckius be- 
gan to inquire of him why he left 
the Roman church, and offered 
him fome arguments to perfuade 
him to return; but Calvin could 
by no means be inclined to think 
of it. At laft, Eckius told him, 
that he would put his life in his 
hands; and then faid he was E-ck- 
At this dif- 
covery, Calvin was not a little fur- 
prifed, and beggeu his pardon that 
he had not treated him with that 
refpectt which was due to his qual- 
xy. L[ockiws returned the compli- 


ment, and told him if he would 
come back to the Roman church, 
he would certainly procure forhim 
a Cardinal’scap. But Calvin was 
not to be moved by fuch an offer. 
Eckius then afked him what reve- 
nue he had? he told the Cardinal 
he had that houfe and garden, and 
fifty livres per annum, befide an 
annual prefent of fome wine and 
corn ; on which he lived very con- 
tentedly. Eckius told him, that a 
man of his parts deferved a great- 
er revenue ; and then renewed his 
invitation to come over to the Ro- 
mifh church, promifing him a bet- 
ter ftipend if he would. But Cal- 
vin giving him thanks affured him 
he was well fatisfied with his con- 
dition. About this time dinner 
was ready, when he entertained 
his gueft as well as he could, excuf- 
ed the defects of it, and paid him 
greatrefpect. Iickius after dinner 
defired to know, if he might not 
be admitted to fee the church, 
which anciently was the cathedral 
of that city. Calvin very readily 
anfwered that he might ; accord- 
ingly, he fent to the officers to be 
ready with the keys, and defired 
fome of the fyndiéts to be there 
prefent, not acquainting them who 
the ftranger was. As foon there- 
fore as it was convenient, they 
both went towards the church, and 
as Eckius was coming out of Cal- 
vin’s houfe, he drew out a purfe, 
with about one hundred pi‘toles, 
and prefented it to Calvin. But 
Calvin defired to beexcufed ; Eck- 
ius told him, he gave it him to buy 
books, as well as to exprefs his re- 
{pect for him. Calvin with much 
regret took the purie, and they 
proceeded to the church, where the 
fyndicts and officers waited upon 
them ; at the fight of whom Ecki- 
us thought he had been betrayed, 
and whifpered his thoughts in Cal- 
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vin’s ear ; but Calvin aflured him 
tothe contrary. Thereupon they 
went into the church ; and Ecki- 
us, having feen all, told Calvin he 
did not expect to find things in fo 
decent an order, having been told 
te the contrary. After having 
taken a full view of every thing, 
Eckius was returning out of the 
church ; but Calvin ftopped him 
a little, and calling the fyndicts 
and officers together, took ont the 
purfe of gold which Eckius had 
given him, telling them that he 
had received that gold from this 
worthy ftranger, and that now he 
gave it to the poor, and fo put it all 
into the poor box that was kept 
there. The fyndicts thanked the 
ftranger, and Eckius admired the 
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charity and modefty of Calvin. 
When they were come out of the 
church, Calvin invited Eckius a- 
ain to his houfe,but he replied that 
« mult depart ; fo thanking him 
for all his civilities, offered to take 
his leave. But Calvin waited upon 
him tothe inn, and walked with him 
a mile outof the territories of Gene- 
va, where with great compliments, 
they took a farewell of each other.’ 
Eckius was a very learned di- 
vine, profeffor in the univerfity of 
Ingolftadt, memorable for his op- 
pofition to Luther, Melancthon, 
and other reformers in Germany. 
He died in 1543, aged 57. See 
Hoffmanni Lexicon, Tom. 2, page 
130, or Encyclopedia Britannica, 


vol. 6th, p. 296. Af Mif: Mag. 
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The Doftrine of Predeftination un‘o 
Life, explained and vindicated in 
Four Sermons, preached to the 
church of Chrifi, meeting in Brat- 
tle Street, and publifhed at their 
general dere: with fome addi- 
tional paffages and quotations. By 
“Witiiam Cooper: one of the 
pattors of faid Church. With a 
Preface by the Senior Paftors of 
the town of Bofton. Second 
Edition. Bofton. E. Lincoln, 
Water Street, 1804. 


Many, after reading the title 
page, prefixed to this litcle volume 
of fermons, would fhrink from the 
perufal of its contents. With the 
fubject of the difcourfes under re- 
view fome have conneéted an idea 
of horrour, while to others the title 
itlelf is a fufficient recommenda- 
tion. 


Reviewers of controverfial pub- 
lications, whether religious, or po- 
litical, oucht, as much as poflible, 
eo divelt themielves of fectarian 


feelings. With reverence and im- 
partiality then we {fhall notice 
thefe produétions of one of the fa- 
thers of our Bofton churches, 
whofe memory is yet held in great 
veneration. 

Thefe Sermons were firft pub- 
lifhed in Bofton, in the year 1740, 
were reprinted in London, in the 
year 1765, and the fecond Bofton 
edition appeared during the laft 
year. 

‘The Sermons are introduced by 
a preface, written by the fenior pat- 
tors of the townof Bolton, the ven- 
erable contemporaries of the au- 
thor. This preface is a {pecimen 
of their brotherly love to the au- 
thor, their attachment to the doc- 
trines contained inhis fermons,and 
their fervent zeal in the caufe of 
Chrift. Itbreathes a {pirit of pie- 
ty as well, as of firm, unfhaken 
faith, and ftrongly recommends 
the difcourfes to the reader’s at- 
tention. 

At the prefent day, when many 
pious chriftians areaccufed of ‘each- 
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teaching for doGtrines the command- 
ments of men, when faith in doctrines 
above our comprehenfion is deem- 
edfuperitition, the following obfer- 
vations, contained in the preface, 
may be feafonable and appropriate. 

The doctrine of Predestination “is 
embraced by ws, because we find it in 
our Bible. This it is, that makes us 
Predestinarians and Calvinists : For Cal- 
win, nor dugustine, nor any names what- 
—_— are any thing te us, but as they 

peak from the Hi 'y Scriptures. These 
are our only oracles. What we find 
there, we believe and profess, though 
incomprehensible to our weak and shal- 
low minds, which are by no means the 
measure oftruth, And we think we 
acta perfectly rational part, as well as 
reverent before the hich God, the infi- 
nite Intelligence, in bowing our under- 
standings to his revelations respecting 
truth and duty, even where we cannot 
answer every scruple or objection, for 
reconciling seeming oppositions.” 

The words which Mr. Cooper 
has felected, as a text for his dii- 
courfes, are contained in the epii- 
tle to the Romans, viii. 29, 30. In 
the firit fermon, after noticing the 
chapter preceding the one from 
which his fubject is taken, our - 
thor obferves, thatthe “ words” 
his text “‘ are commonly called ees 
golden chain of falvation,” and di- 
vides it into fourparts; Foreknowl- 
edge and Predeitination, Election, 
Juitification, and Glorification. 
After having n nade a tew obferva- 
tioas on each of heh ie important 
fubjects in their order, he obierves, 
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decry and reproach it, asunworthy 
of God and religion ; and of thofe 
who fpeak of it, as among thofe 
myfterious, controverfial, and 
f{peculative points, which it is beft 
ddle with.” 

not to meddle wi 

The author, who appears to 
have had correé& ideas of the hu- 
man heart, anticipates much oppo- 
fition from the prejudices of mea, 
in treating fo unpopular a fubjed. 

The mode(t and humble manner 
in which he folicits the attention of 
his audience, is worthy of notice. 
As the direction, given to the hear- 
ers, deferves the attention of every 
ferious and candid inquirer after 
truth, we tranfcribe the author’s 
words with pleafure. 

“* And now, my hearers, let me crave, 
and, as I sp ak in the name of Christ, 
I may de mand your reverent and seri- 
ous attention. Let me entreat you to 
lay aside prejudices, if you have enter- 
tained any, against this doctrine, and 
to receive win 2 mectnese the tngrafted 
word, which iz adle to save pour 2ouls. 
Let me desire you to stc 4 all censures, 
till I have finished | wang sct, if, 
through the com! hand of ur God up- 
on us, I may be allc wed to do so. 

“* And let me further ask you, before 
I proceed, to lift up your heart to God 
mm some such secret petition as this, 
‘Lord! if this doctrine be according 
to thy mind and will, suffer not my 
mind to be prejudiced against it; but 
—_ me to receive it im the love of it, 

ad to improve it to all those holy, sav- 
ing purposes, for which thou hast re- 
vealed it in thy word.” If any will aot 
do thus, let me tell them, their minds 
are not mgitly disposed to hear, nor 
can they be looked i upon to be sincere 
inquire eTs afte r truth.” 


In the Grst difcourfe the anthor 
defernbes the d doGrine of ‘eledion in i 
the terms of the 17th article of the 
church of England ; which article 
he abterves, grees with the affem- 

ly’s catech iim. Thef he calls 
“the pubict fandard:,” a the 
truths contained in them he under 
takes to explain in ght dima 
propofnons. Upon iabjeds f 
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difputed as thofe propofitions 
involve, we can only fay, that 
the writer has treated them with 
perfpicuity, and has been very 
happy in his corroborative quota- 
tions from {cripture. 

Before he enters on the fecond 
head of his fubjeét, he makes a few 
practical remarks, which tend to 
prove that the doétrine of election 
“is not fo difcouraging as fome 
would reprefent it.” 

In the fecond difcourfe, the point 
to be eftablifhed is this, “* That a 
certain great and glorious number 
were elected by God, in his eternal 
counfel and purpofe from the reft 
of fallen mankind, to be in time 
effectually called and juftified, in 
order to their being finally brought 
to eternal life and glory ; and this 
out of his mere good pleafure, and 
fur the praife of his glorious 
grace.” To confirm this posnt, 
the author brings many ftriking 
paffages from the New Teftament, 
which appear to us ftrong and for- 
cible, and oblige us to conclude 
with him, that the doétrine treated 
of, “ is no fcattered, fingle, or in- 
dependent article, but runs along 
with the ftream of the bible.” 

The objectof the third difcourfe 
is to attempt to clear the doctrine 
of mifreprefentations and objec- 
tions. The fubject of this difcourfe 
mutt be highly interefting to every 
one; for where is the mind, which 
is at any time employed on ferious 
{ubjects, that is not defirous of hav- 
ing its objections removed, and of 
being confirmed with regard to the 
truth or abfurdity of the above- 
mentioned doétrines? How far 
Mr. C. has fucceeded in removing 
objections, or confirming the truth 
ot his fubje&, we mult refer our 

~readers to the work to judge for 
themfelves. 

In the fourth and laft fermon, 

Vol. I. No. 1. & 


the author endeavours to ftate 
fome of the abfurd confequences, 
which follow upon the denial of" 
the doétrine ; fuch as making the 
will of God dependent on a crea- 
ture, the uncertainty of human 
falvation, and that the falvation 
of every particular man origi- 
nates with himfelf. 

The difcourfes are then conclud- 
ed with fhewing the importance 
of the doctrine, and the place it 
holds in the fcheme of chriftiani- 
ty, with a few practical semarks. 

The extracts,already made from 
the difcourfes, will ferve as a fpeci- 
men of the author’s fiyle, which is 
plain and perfpicuous,and formsa 
ftriking contraft with many of the 
polifhed fermons of the prefent dav. 

We mutt do the author the ju/- 
tice to obferve, that a {pirit of pie- 
ty, and chriftian zeal pervades the 
whole work ; and that his difcourf- 
es are exempt from any feverity, or 
invective again{ft the oppofers of 
his fentiments. To ufe his own 
words, he appears to have taken 
“ this fubje&t in hand, not from a 
love of controverfy or fondneifs to 
oppofe the fchemes of others, but 
from a fincere defire to fulfil the 


minifiry of the Lord Jefus.” N. 











Sermons : by Wittiam Jay, 8vo. 
pp- 478. Bofton, printed for 
B. and J. Homans, by David 
Carlifle. Firft American, from 
the fecond London Edition. 
1805. 

From the multitude of books, 
which are continually iffuing from 
the preffes in Great Britain, it were 
to be wifhed, that our American 
bookiellers were always as judi- 
cious in their feleétions for reprint- 
ing in this country, as the publifh- 
ers of this volume. With much 
{fatisfaction we introduce to the A- 
merican publick, a work in go 
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common degree interefting and in- 
ftructive. It confifts of twenty 
four fermons on the following fub- 
jects: Miffakes concerning the num- 
ber of the righteous 3 The triumphs 
of patience ; Vows called to remem- 
brance ; the nature of genuine relig- 
ion; The young admonifhed ; The 
golpel demands, and deferves atten- 
tion ; The fufferings of our Saviour 
necefary ; The condemnation of felf- 
ill ; The fecure alarmed ; On prog- 
refs in religion 3 The privileges of the 
righteous ; The conditions of chrif- 
tians in the world ; Concupifcence 
punifhed ; Hope ; The parable of the 
tavo fons 3 Chriftian diligence; The 
abufe of divine furbearance ; Affur- 
ance; Domeftick happine/s ; Happi- 


nefs in death; Service done for Gop 


rewarded; The difappointments of 


life ; Neutrality in religion expofed ; 
Lhe family of our Lord. 

From the difcourfes on thefe.im- 
portant fubjects, we fhall felect fuch 
paflages as fhall at once exhibit a 
tair {pecimen of the fentiments and 
manner of the author, and furnifh 
rich entertainment to our readers. 

“he firit difcourfe is on the 


ri ye i * _- aban i * }, 

“ NMiffakes concerning the number of 
f +h nee 3? ic +c ‘ 

the righteous ;’? which is thus hap- 

pily introduced. 

Who can understand his errours ? 
How numerous, how various, how op- 
posite to each other, are the mistakes 
of mankind ! The liveaand the language 
of many seem to unyiy afullpersuasion, 
that there is very Little evil im-sin ; that 

he diificulties. of religion are by no 
t! hi \ 
means great; that it is an easy ting 


to be a christian : that if there be a 


hell, few are wicked enough tabe turn- 
ecinto it; and that the generality of 
our fcllow creatures are ina fair way 
for | en. This persuasion is as false 
2s it is tatal.. **Enter ye in at the 
strait cate : for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way which leadeth to de- 


struction, and many there be which go 
in thereat: because strait is the gaie, 
and narrow is the way that leadcth 
@nto life, and few there bethat find it.” 

Ki is possible; however, to fall into 


PJune, 


another extreme, and to draw an un- 

warrantable conclusion respecting the’ 
state of religion, and the number of its: 
adherents ; and even wise men, and: 
good men, are liable to this. ‘* Wot 

ye not what the scripture saith of Eli- 

as ? how he maketh intercession to God 

against Israel, saying, Lord, they have« 
killed thy prophets, and digged down 

thine altars; and I am left alone, and 

they seek my life. But what saith the 

answer of God unto him? I have re- 

served to myself seven thousand men, 

who have not bowed the knee to the 

image of Baal.” p.9, 10. 

Our author then undertakes *‘ to 
examine the opinion that reduces 
the number of the righteous ;” to 
‘Jay open thevarious fources from 
which it proceeds,” that ** by dif- 
covering the caufe,” he might the 
more fuccefsfully “ prefcribe the 
cure.”?’ This opinion fometimes. 
grows. out of “the peculiar ftate 
of our own minds,” fometimes it- 
originates from ‘ obferving multi- 
plied inftances of falfe profeffion,” 
but more frequently it is “* derived 
from the righteous themfelves.” 
Five things, he conceives, “ have 
influence in producing it: The ob-. 
feurity of their ftations ; the diffi- 
dence of their difpofitions ; the man- 
ser of their converfion ; the diverfity 
of their opinions ; and the imperfec-- 
tions of their chara@er.”” We fe- 
le& his illuftration of the fourth of 
thefe topicks, as a fpecimen of the 
chriftian candour of our author. 

. The difference of opinion which pre- 
vails among christians, has frequently 
occasioned a diminution of their num- 
ber. Indeed, the readiest way in the 
world to thin heaven, and replenish the 
regions of hell, is to call in the spirit of 
bigotry. This will immediately ar- 
raign, and condemn, and execute all 
that do not bow down and worship the 
image of ouridolatry. Possessing ex- 
clusive prerogative, it rejects every 
other claim ; ** stand by, lam ‘ sound- 
er’ thanthou.” “ The temple of the 
Lord, the temple of the Lord, the tem- 
ple of the Lord are we '? How many 
of the dead has this imtolerance sen- 
tenced to eternal misery, who will 
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dnine for ever as stars in the kingdom of 
our Father! How many living charac- 
ters does it reprobate as enemies to the 
eross of Christ, who are placing in it 
ail their glory. No wonder if under 
the influence of this consuming zeal, 
we form lessening views of the number 
ofthe saved. ‘lonly am left.” Yes, 


_ they are few indeed, if nong belong to 


them that do not belong to your party ; 
that do not see with your eyes ; that 
do not believe election with you, or u- 
niversal redemption with you; that do 
not worship under a steeple with you, 
or in a meeting with you; that are not 
dipped with you, or sprinkled with you. 
But hereafter we shall find that the 
righteous were not so circumscribed, 
when we shall see, ** many coming 
from the east, and from the west, from 
the north, and from the south, to sit 
down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
in the kingdom of heaven.” DoI picad 
for an excessive candour ? The candour 
which regards all sentiments dlike, 
and considers no errour as destructive, 
is no virtue. It is the offspring of ig- 
norance, of insensibility, and of cold in- 
difference. The blind do not percéive 
the difference of colours; the dead 
never dispute ; ice, as it congeals, ag- 
gregates all bodies within its reach, 
however heterogeneous their quality. 
Every virtue has certain bounds, and 
when it exceeds them, it becomes 
a vice ; for the last step ofa virtue, and 
the first step of a vice, are contiguous. 

But surely it is no wildness of czn- 
dour, that leads us to give the liberty 
we take; that suffers a man to think 
for himself unawed ; and that con- 
cludes he may be a follower of God, 
though he follow not with us. Why 
should we hesitate to consider a man 
a christian, when we see him abhor- 
ring and forsaking sin; hungering and 
thirsting afier righteousness ; diligent 
in approaching unto God ; walking “ in 
newness of life ;” and discovering a 
spirituality of temper, a disposition for 
devotion, a deadness to the world, a 
benevolence, a liberality, such as we 
scklom find in those high toned doc- 
trinalists, who regard themselves as 
the only advocates for free grace ? And 
by the way, itis nota systein of notions, 
however good, or a judgment in divine 
things, however clear, that will consti- 
tute a christian. Itis a transformation 
by the renewing ofthe mind; itis a 
putting “offthe old man with hisdeeds, 


and putting on the new man, which af- 
ter God is created in righteousness and 
true holiness ;” itis walking ‘‘ even as 
he walked.” ‘If any man have not 
the spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 

And to pass to the opposite side, we 
should also remember, that men do not 
always live according to the natural ten- 
dency and consequences of theircreed. 
Some hold sentiments very injurious to 
holiness, who are not wicked men; 
their hearts are better than their opin- 
ions ; their principles give their con- 
sciences a liberty to sin, which they 
refuse to take ; and their practice is 
adorned with good works, which ther 
system by no means requires. Noone 
can imagine that I mention this with 
a view to countenance or palliate the 
adoption of such sentiments. They 
blaspheme every line in the bible, and 
are always injurious in a degree; but 
where they happen to fall in with a love 
of sin; the eflect is dreadful; where 
such a poisonous infusion is imbibed, 
and not counteracted by a singular po- 
tency of constitution, the consequence 
is certain death. p.19, 20, 21. 

The following obfervations, in 
his application of the difcourfe, are 
at no time unfeafonable, in no 
chriftian community inapplicable. 

“* My brethren, the best evidence 
you can give of your integrity, is free- 
dom from the prevailing, fashionable 
vices and follies of the times and plac- 
es in which vowlive. A dead fish can 
swim with the stream, but a live one 
only can swim agamstit. The influ- 
ence of one man over another, is truly 
wonderful ; the individual is upright ; 
his connections give him all his wrong 
bias. Alone, he forms good resolu. 
tions ; when he enters the world they 
are broken, “like as athread of tow is 
broken when it toucheth the fire.” It 
isnot ignorance, but acowardly shame, 
that keeps many in a state of indecis- 
ion, * halting between two opinions.” 
They know what is right, and would 
gladly partake of the believer's safety ; 
but they have not fortitude cnough to 
encounter the reproach, which in one 
form oranother, always attends an adie- 
rence to the cause of JesusChrist. Oih- 
ers, who had made some pleasing pro- 
gress, have been easily deprived by a 
laugh, or a sneer, of all their religion. 
Not to “ bow the knee to Baal,” when 
all adore him: to step forth with our 
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28 
family behind us, and say to our neigh- 
bours, and our relations, “‘ Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve, but as for 
ine and my house, we will serve the 
Lord ;” to withstand in a pious cause, 
the influence ofexample ; to kcep our 
way when we see an adverse multitude 
approaching us ; to pass through the 
midst, unshrinking, as we feel the 
scourge of the to ngue, this is no easy 
thing; thisis principle intriumph ; and 
this christian heroism is not only com- 
mendable, but necessary. Do not say, 
there fore, if we do this, we shall be 
singular. If you are christians, you 
MusT be singul: ir; itis the grand ‘de- 
sign, the unavoidable consequence of 
the gospel, -Read the character of its 
followers : ** Ye are not of the world, 
even as Lam notof the world.” Ex- 
amine its commands: ‘Be not con- 
formed to this world, but be ye trans- 
formed by the renewing of fthe mind.” 
Weigh the condition of its dignities 
and privileges : ** Come ye out from a- 
mong them, and be ye separate, and 
touch not the unclean thing ; ; and i will 
receive you, and be a father unto you, 
and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord almighty.” My dear 
hearers, the language is too plain to be 
misunderstood ; the meaning too awful 
to be trified with. Decide, and decide 
immediately. * Withdraw vourselves 
from these men,” before acommon per- 
dition involves you all. If with them 
you will sin, with them you must suffer. 
The y who followed the ‘multitude rath- 
erthan Noah, were drowned in the 
flood. They who followed the multi- 
tuce rather than Lot, were destroyed 
in the cities of the plain. They who 
followed the multitude rather than 
Joshua and Caleb, perished in the wil- 
derness ; and as it was then, so itis 
now; ‘as for such as turn aside to 
their crcoked ways, the Lord will lead 
them forth wiru the workers of ini- 
quity.” ( To be continued.) 


LITERARY NOTICE. 








Doctor Dwight’s sermon on Duelling. 

Tus sermon, thoug h very lately 
printed, was preached last September, 
in the College Chapel at New-H: aven. 
“It was no part of the design ef any 
observations made im it to refer to any 
particular events or persons.” ‘* The 
sole object” of the preacher (as by him- 


peut expressed) * was to establish pfin- 
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ciples in the minds ofhis audience, an 
peculiarly of his pupils ; and not at 
to attack, or characterize persons.” 

Taking the following appropriate 
text, 4 man that doth ialahee to the 
blood of any person, shall flee to the pit ; 
let roman s/ay him .” the preacher ex- 
hibits to view, in a manner that would 
seemingly overpower any mind with 
conviction, the folly, the guilt, and the 
mischi iefs of duelli ing. 

Before the stern snd awful majesty 
of truth, the ducllist stands appalled 
and confounded ; the blood stained lau- 
rels are torn from his brow : his pleas 
and excuses vanish like vapours from 
the presence ofthe sun ; his egregious 
folly is made manifest ; the rankness of 
his offence against God and man,is seen 
in the strong colours of reason and ar- 
gument, aided by sublime eloquence. 

In the mind of the reader, the alter- 
nate emotions of indignation and hor- 
ror, suddenly give place to the angtiish 
of unavailing grief and compassion. 
The “uncove1 ed cofin” appears to 

vie w ; the bloody corpse is plainly seen. 
There is behe td a train of be reaved and 
broken hearted relatives ; the father 
of the wretched victim of false honour, 
** fixed in motionless sorrow ;” the mo- 
ther, “ wrung with agony.” A group 
still more aflecting is presented; the 
reader wets the page with tears. 

“Turn thine eyes, next,” solemnly 
exclaims the preacher to the bloody 
victor, *“‘on the miserable form, sur- 
rounded by a cluster of helpless and. 
wretched children, see her eyes roll, 
with phrenzy, and her frame quivering 
with terrour. Thy hand has made her 
a widow, and her children orphans. 
At thee, though unseen, is directed 
that bewildered stare ofagony. At 
thee she trembles ; for thee she lis- 
tens ; lest the murderer of her hus- 
band should be now approaching to 
murder her children also. 

** She, and they, have lost their ail. 
Thou hast robbed them oftheirsupport, 
their protector, their guide, their so- 
lace, their hope. In the grave all these 
blessings have been buried by thy 
hand.” 

The superior elegance of its lan- 
guage, is but the smallest part of the 

merit which this discourse possesses. 
While it enchains attention, itinforms 
the understanding ; while it awakens 
the indignant, and sympathetick pas- 
sion 18, it convinces the judgment and 
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corrects the heart. Inthe clear and 
awful light ofthe sacred oracles, it dis- 
plays the horrible turpitude, as well as 
the direful consequences, of the crime, 
which, in some parts of even this chris- 
tian country, has been “ vindicated, 
honoured, and rewarded, by common 
consent, and undisguised suflrage,” 
** among those who filled the superior 
ranks of society.” Connect. Courant. 


FRAGMENTS. 
PROVIDENCE. 

In what extreme confusion must 
the world for ever have been, but for 
the variety, which we find to obtain in 
the faces, the voices, and the hand 
writings of men! No security of per- 
son, no certainty of possession, no jus- 
tice between man and man, no distinc- 
tion bet ween good and bad, friends and 
foes, father and child, husband and 
wife, male and female. All would 
have been exposed to malice, fraud, 
forgery, and lust. But now, man’s 
fuce can distinguish him in the light, 
his voice in the dark, and his hand 
writing can speak for him, though‘ab- 
sent, and be his witness to all genera- 


tions. Did this happen by chance, or 
is it not a manifest, as well as an ad- 
mirable, indication of a divine super- 
intendence ? Derham i. 310. 
——»+ oe 
RELIGION. 

Rziicioyx, viewed at a proper 
point of sight, hath a very beautiful 
face. It is innocent and very careful 
not to hurt any body, or, doing it inad- 
vertently, is uneasy till it hath made 
him amends. It always means well, 
and does as well as everitcan. If it 
offends, it wants to be reconciled; 
confesses its faults ; prays to be for- 
given ; is desirous to be informed ; is 
less adventurous ; more circumspect ; 
sensible of its own frailty ; forgives 
every body; abounds in good will; 
delights in good offices; keeps itself 
clean; is pieased with itself; i.cks 
cheerful ; is cheerful! Why, then, 
will any one be so indiscreet, as to 
dress this lovely form in such a fright- 
ful manner, as to terrify the beholder, 
instead of imviting him to embrace it. 
( Dr. Newton’s Sermon on the Ministe- 
rial Duty.) 
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FOREIGN. 


From the mass of information before 
us, we select for this number the fol- 
lowing articles. 

MISSIONS IN SOUTH AFRICA. 

Tue London Missionary Society 
was established m 1795. The ninth 
number of their Transactions, contains 
avery interesting narrative of the Rev. 
Mr. Kicherer’s mission to the Hotten- 
tots, which has already appeared in 
some American periodical works. 
From this we learn that Mr. Kicherer, 
with Messrs. Vanderkemp, Edwards, 
and Edmonds, embarked in Dec. 1798, 
for the Cape of Good Hope, where 
they arrived the March following. A 
few days previous to their arrival, 
three Boschemen had come thither 
from Zak river, 400 or 500 miles N. E. 
of the Cape, with a view to solicit the 
government to send teachers into their 
country. They came in the. capacity 
of publick ambassadors. At the con- 
clusion of a peace between these hea- 
then and the Farmers of the back set- 
tlements, some of the latter oflered a 


prayer. The Hottentots inquiring the 
meaning ofsuch an action, were inform- 
ed, it was done to obtain the blessing 
of Almighty God, that their neglect of 
this God was the cause of theirwretch- 
edness. This so forcibly impressed 
these poor heathen, that they immedi- 
ately sent to the government of the 
Cape for gospel instructors. There 
they met several missionaries, just ar- 
rived from Europe. So remarkable a 
coincidence of circumstances left no 
doubt in the minds of the missionaries 
respecting their duty. On the 22d of 
May several of them left Cape Town. 
At Rodezand they rested several days, 
where Mr. Voss presides over a fiour- 
ishing congregation. Thence they 
visited Bavian’s Kloof, where the Mo- 
ravians have a congregation of ** Tame 
Hottentots.” From Bavian’s Kloof, 
they proceeded a fortnight’s journey, 
through a vast tract of land, so dry as 
generally not to afford a blade of grass ; 
yet the surrounding inhabitants, hear- 
ing of their journey came to them te 
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hear the gospel. Arriving at Mr. Fis- 
cher’s, who had negotiated the peace 
mentioned, they tarried three weeks, 
during which time they often preached 
to full congregations of Far mers, who 
came some times four, and sometimes 
eight days journey to hear the gospel. 
Proceeding on their journey, the 22d 
of July, they, en the 6th of August, 
arrived among the Boschemen, and 
tixed on a place of settlement ; on their 
knees devoting the place and them- 
selves to the service of the Lord. 


The following account of these mis- 
erable people, by Mr. Kicherer, can- 
not tail to interest the feelings of our 
reac rs. 

‘* These wild people have no idea 
whatever of the Supreme Being, con- 
sequently they practise no kind of wor- 
ship. They have however a supersti- 
thous reverence for alittle inse “etka nown 
by the name of the Cre eping-leaf, a 
sight of which, thev conceive, indi- 
cates something fortanate, and to kill 
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but when they cannot procure these, 


they make shift to live upon snakes, 
mice, andthe most detestable crea- 
tures they can find. There are some 
spontaneous productions of the earth 
of the bulbous kind which they also 

‘at, particularly the Cameron, which 
is as large as a child’s head, and the 
Bareo, about the size of an apple; 
there are also some little berries which 
are eatable, and which the women go 
out to gather, but the men are too idle 
to do this. : 

‘** They are total strangers to domes- 
tick happiness. The men have seve- 
ral wives, but conjugal affection is lit- 
tle known. They take no great care 
of their children, and never correct 
them except in a fitofrage, when they 
almost kill them by severe usage. In 
a quarrel between father and mother, 
or the several wives of a husband, the 
defeated party wreaks his or her re- 
venge on the child of the conqueror, 
which in general loses its life. Tame 
Hottentots seldom dest Vv their oti- 
ring, except in a fit of passion, but 
e Boschemen will kill their chil- 
dren without remorse on various occa- 
sions, as when they are ill shaped, 
when they are in want of food, when 
the father of a child has forsaken its 
mother, or when obliged to flee trom 


the farmers or others ; in which case 
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«¢ The Boschemen frequently forsake 
their aged relations, when removing 
from place to place for the sake of 
hunting. In this case they leave the 
old person with a piece of meat and an 
ostrich egg shell full of water ; as soon 
as this little stock is exhausted, the 

oor deserted creature must pe rish by 
a nger, or become the prey of the wile d 
beasts. Many of these wild Hotten- 
tots live by plunder and murder, and 
are guilty of the most horrid and atro- 
cious actions. 

“‘ Such are the peuple to «hom the 
providence of God has dis. cted our 
course ; and among th-m, bleed be 
his name, he has been pleased to — 
many to the fellowship of the gospel, 
and to render them the dist inguished 
trophies of his almighty grace.’ 

An abstract of the remainder of this in- 
teresting Narrative, with the latest int ool 
ligence respecting the Missions in this 
guarter shail appear in our next matithed 


EAST INDIES. 


The London Missionary Society have 
several missionaries lately sent to the 
Coromandel coast, to Ceylon and to Su- 
rat. Among other reasons for sending 
to Surat, were the following ; ** The 
great population of the city, supposed 
to be more than 100,000 souls ; ; the fer- 
tility and population of the surrounding 
country ; the complete toleration of re- 
ligion; the independence and security 
of British subjects, anc the free ac cess 
to every description of the heathen, 
ss of whom are acquainted with th 1e 

English language ;. that it does not ap- 
pear any missionary efforts have b« en 

made in that neighbourhood ; and that 
its situation and commercial connec- 
tions are remarkably favourable to ren- 
der it a suitable station from whence 
the gospel may be diffused through all 
the northwestern parts of India, Cabul 

Candahar, Persia, and Arabia.” 

The same society contemplate a 
mission to the Prince of Wales’ Island 
inhabited and visited by great numbers 
of Chinese and other people, and 
where protection and encou ‘agement 
would be offered to the Missionaries. 
They also propose a translation of the 
scriptures into the Climmese language. 

OTAHEITE. 

Communicatrons from this place 


seceived July, 1804, inform, that the 
wland remained in a state of peace, 
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though matters were not so amicably 
settled as to leave the missionarics 
without fear ; that the shocking prac 

tic es of murderi: ig infants, and offering 
human sacrifices were continued, 
which, together with fatal diseases 
were fast depopulating the island, the 
inhabitants of which donot now exceed 
6000, or 7000 at most. It appears also 
that the natives view the missionaries 
with a jealous eye. Capt. McLennan 
of the ship Dart, by whom the above 
intelligence was received, gave infor- 
mation to the Directors of his conver- 
sation with the missionaries there, and 
of the death of the chief Pomarre, up- 
on whose decease they desired the cap- 
tain to stay until they could ascertain 
whether they were likely to be secure 
under the new governours ; w hen hav- 
ing made some inquiries, it appeared 
to them that they might venture to rely 
on the,promises of Otoo and Ede a, that 
they should remain unmolested onthe 
island, whatever changes might take 
place. 

The society have missionary stations’ 
at Otaheite, where they have 15 mis- 
sionaries ; at eight places in South Af- 
rica, where they have 17 missionaries ; 
at Ceylon, Serampore, Surat, and other 
places in the East Indies, where they 
have 9 missionaries ; at Quebec, Bay 
of Chaleur, Twillingate, and New- 
foundland, where are 3 missionaries. 

BAPTIST MISSION IN BENGAL. 

From a periodical account of the his- 
tory and progress of this mission, pub- 
lished last Se ptember, it appears, that 
the number ot baptized natives had in- 
creased to twenty three, two of whom 
were Brahmins, erntond were of the writ- 
er cast, and four were Musselmen, the 
others of the inferior casts of the Hin- 
doos. The following extracts from the 
Journals and letters of the missionaries 
will doubtless be acceptable to our 
readers. 

. tea our journals and letters you 
will get a pretty correct idea of the 

work of God damongst us. No doubt you 
are ready to say, ‘He hath done great 
things for xs whereof we are glad: yet, 
my dear brother, could you see the 
thousands assembled before a wooden 
god ; could you see as our brother 
Kristno saw this day, a quarter ofa 
mile from our house, three women 
mount the fine ral pileof a dead husdand ” 
you would be ready to say, who hath be- 
Bieter report,” Sc. (p. 425.) “It wilh 
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be in vain to expect thatthe gospel will 
ever widely spread in this country, till 
God so blesses the means as that native 
men shall be raised up, who will carry 
the despised doctrine, brought into the 
country by the Mleeches, into the very 
eeth of the brahmins, and prove from 
the scriptures, that this is indeed the 
Christ that should come into the world. 
We hope we see the dawn of this.” (p. 
426.) ** The mighty argument that si- 
Jences every opposer is, that Jesus 
Christ has done what no man else ever 
did, or had compassion enough to do. 
He bore our sorrows, and made his 
soul an offering for sin, In all the ex- 
«mples of their gods, they find nothing 
like this. Although their ideas of sin 
are extremely deficient, yet this amaz- 
ing instance of Almighty love strikes 
them at once, as fitted above every 
thing for the helplessness of man, and 
worthy of all acceptation. You can have 
but little idea of the impression which 
this one truth has begun to make on this 
heathen country. It does not strike a 
converted person in England with such 
novelty and fitness, as it does here, 
where the wits have been racked for 
so many centuries, to find a way of life 
that should be accompanied with its 
leading to God and heaven ; and 
where, for so long atime, the guilty 
conscience has sought in vain for some 
solid ground to rest upon.” (p. 427.) 
** It would give vou great pleasure, 
could you drop suddenly among us, on 
an ordinance day, and see the lively af- 
fection with which such a number of 
persons of different colours and nations 
unite in commemorating the dying 
love of Christ. You must not suppose 
however that our brethren are without 
faults, or that their knowledre and 
steadiness are equal to that ofthe same 
number of christians in England. We 
have to contend with the versatility of 
their minds; to bear with their pre- 
cipitancy ; to nurse them like children 
in the ways of knowledge ; someuimes 
to rebuke sharply, sometimes to re- 
frain for the present, sometimes to ex- 
postulate, sometimes to entreat, and 
often to carry all to the throne of grace, 
and pour out our complaints to God. 
They have however never showed any 
propensity to go back to idolatry, and 
we have, on the whole, reason to re- 
joice in them all.” (p. 438.) 
“© We have it in our power, if our 
means were equal toit, in the space of 


about fifteen years, to have the word 
of God translated and printed in all the 
languages of the east. Our situation 
is such as to furnish us with the best 
assistance from natives of the different 
countries. We can have types of all 
the different characters cast here ; and 
about 700 rupees per month, (part of 
which I hope we shall be able to fur- 
nish,) would complete the work. The 
languages are, the Hindoostanee, Mah- 
arastia, Oreea, Telingua, Bhotan, Bur- 
mah, Chinese, Corkin-Chinese, Ton- 
quinese, and Malay. On this great 
work we have fixed oureyes. Wheth- 
er God will enable us to accomplish 
it, or any considerable part of it, is un- 
certain.” (p. 456.) 

The periodical accounts given by the 
Baptist Missionary Society, (No. 12.) 
of the superstitions and abominable i- 
dolatries of the Hindoos, are very af- 
fecting. On the 18th of April, 1804, 
three women were burnt with the 
corpses of their husbands, on one pile, 
near the house of the missionaries. 
This horrid act is considered by the 
natives, as a strong proof of the truth 
of their religion !! The British govern- 
our, to prevent this dreadful mischief 
in the districts subject to the English 
government, has issued his proclama- 
tion prohibiting the practice. It is 
notwithstanding continued ; and 30000 
women, at least, perish annually by 
this diabolical superstition. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

Tue Sunday School Society, fromits 
institution in 1785, to Sep. 1804, it ap- 
pears from their report, had establish- 
ed or assisted 2232 schools, in which, 
200,787 scholars have been instructed; 
and they have distributed, beside spell- 
ing books,42,680 testaments, and 6,583 
bibles, beside donations of more than 
£4000 sterling in money. 

On the 31st of May, 1804, actording 
to annual custom, upward of six thou- 
sand charity children, attended by their 
patrons, masters, and matrons, went 
in procession to St. Paul’s church, 
where an excellent sermon was 
preached by the Bishop of Lincoln, 
from Matt. xi. 5. “© And the poor have 
the gospel preached unto them.” 

METHODIST CONFERENCE. 

THE annual conference of the preach- 
ers in Mr. Wesley's connection, was 
held in London, 50th of July last. In 
the minutes of their proceedings, the 
numbers in the society are thus stated: 
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In Europe, viz. Great Britain, 
Ireland, the Norman Isle, 
and Gibraltar, 

In the British dominions in A- 
merica, oo 
In the West es, - 

Whites, 1,632 

Coloured people and 2 14,164 
Blacks, F 

In the United States, 
Whites, 87,020 

Coloured people and 2 22,650 
Blacks, 


120,222 
1,410 


15,796 








109,670 





247,098 

The number in Europe is some what 
less this year than the last ; owing, it 
seems, to a considerable falling away in 
Ireland. Yet there is an increase in 
the whole amount of between 11,000 
and 12,000, since the last conference. 

—D+oe- 
UNITED STATES. 

Report of the committee on the general 
state of religion exhibited to the Gener- 
al Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America, May, 
1805. 

Tue information, which has been re- 
ceived, respecting the state of religion 
within the bounds of the General As- 
sembly during the last year, exhibits a 
variegated scene. Whilst, on the one 
hand, it presents many things which 
are just cause of gratitude and rejoic- 
ing ; on the other, it brings into view, 
some, calculated to produce humiliation 
and regret. In several congregations, 
particularly on Long Island, in the 
bounds of the synod of Albany, and in 
the western parts of the Presbytery of 
New Brunswick, there have been con- 
siderable revivals of religion. The 
number of adults who have been re- 
ceived into the church in different 
parts, by baptism, as well as those who 
have been admitted to the sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper, has been consid- 
erable. Such as have been added to 
the church, during the revivals which 
have taken place in times past, have 
generally, and indeed almost universal- 
ly, proved steadfast in the faith, been 
progressive in their christian course, 
and evidenced the sincerity of their 
profession by the holiness of their lives 
and conversation ; whilst instances of 
apostasy have been very rare. Praying 
societies have been established in ma- 
ny places, and generally well attended. 
In those congregations which enjoy the 
Vol. I. No. 1. ¥ 
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preaching of the gospel and the ad- 
ministration of its ordinances in a stat- 
ed manner, there is generally manifest- 
ed a growing attention to the things of 
religion. A more than usual anxiety, 
and more vigorous exertions have also 
been manifested by vacant congrega- 
tions to have the institutions of relig- 
ion statedly among them. In several 
places the highly important duty of 
catechising has been more attended to 
than formerly, and has produced those 
salutary effects, which we have reason 
to expect will always flow from it. 

The prospects with respect to the 
Indians are highly encouraging. A 
school has been established among the 
Cherokees, in the state of Tenessee, 
under the care of the Rev. Mr. Black- 
burn, with flattering prospects. Some 
of the Indian tribes to the westward. 
seem also favourably disposed to re- 
ceive the gospel, and have expressed 
an earnest desire to have schools es- 
tablished among them. ‘The school a- 
mong the Catabaws, established by the 
synod of the Carolinas, is also continu- 
ed; and several young men of differ- 
ent tribes have received, and are now 
receiving, their education under the 
care of the synod of Pittsburg. 

Whilst there is very satisfactory ev- 
idence to believe, that there has been 
a great and glorious work of God car- 
ried on throughout a widely extended 
portion of country to the south and 
west, within the bounds of the General 
Assembly, and that many souls have 
been savingly brought home to God ; 
it is proper to observe, that in general 


‘this has been accompanied with very 


uncommon and extraordinary effects 
onthe body. There appears also rea- 
son to believe, that, in certain places, 
some instances of these bodily attfec- 
tions have been of such a nature, and 
proceeded to such lengths, as greatly 
tended to impede the progress, and to 
tarnish the glory, of what, in its first 
stages, was so highly promising. That 
God has all the powers both of our 
mortal and immortal part absolutely 
under his direction, and subject to his 
control, and can infiuence and aftect 
them according to his sovereign pleas- 
ure, will not be doubted by any who 
acknowledge Him as the framer of our 
bodies, and the father of our spirits ; 
and that in him we live, and move, and 
have our being. Experience and the 
very reason and nature of things alse 
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manifest, that human nature may be 
deeply affected and even overpowered 
by particular views and impressions of 
spiritual and divine things. But it is 
equally manifest, that these effects may 
be, in a considerable degree, produced 
by natural causes, or by the agency of 
spiritual and subordinate beings. Sa- 
tan may transform himselfnow, as well 
as formerly, into an angel of light. It 
is enjoined upon us not to believe every 
spirit, but to try the spirits whether 
they be of God. As the magicians en- 
deavoured by their enchantments to 
imitate and discredit the miracles per- 
formed by Moses, so has it been an ar- 
tifice of Satan, in every period of the 
church to endeavour to obstruct and 
bring a reproach upon a revival of re- 
ligion, by counterfeiting the operations 
of the spirit of God, and exciting those 
who were concerned in such revival, 
to extravagant and disorderly pro- 
ceedings. ‘True religion is a most ra- 
tional and scriptural thing. One ofthe 
unhappy circumstances usually attend- 
ing a revival of religion is, that some 
who are engaged in it, are prone to 
consider all its concomitants, and eve- 
ry thing connected with it, as sacred. 
This atiords the adversary an opportu- 
nity, unsuspected, of sowing tares-a- 
mong the wheat, to the great preju- 
dice of the approaching harvest. In 
times of the revival of religion, it high- 
ly concerns us carefully to guard a- 
gainst grieving the holy spirit of God, 
and provoking him to suspend or with- 
draw his gracious influence, either by 
resisting, ornot duly improving his op- 
erations ; or by vielding to the sug- 
gestions and influences of Satan. All 
religious experience is to be brought 
to the test of divine truth, to the law, 
and to the testimony ; if it be not con- 
formable to these, it is because it is 
spurious. God is a God of order, and 
not of confusion ; and whatever tends 
to destroy the comely order of his wor- 
ship is not from him, for he is consist- 
ent with himself. Whilst, then, the 
General Assembly mourn over, and la- 
ment, those irregular and disorderly 
proceedings which have taken place 
in some parts, and which have tended 
to obscure and tarnish the glory of this 
good work of God ; they rejoice, that 
in general they appear to subside ; 
thatthe minds of the people are re- 
verting to move rational and scriptu- 
ral views and exercises ; that but few 
of the ministers in their connection 
have countenanced or encouraged 


these wild extravagances, or consider- 
ed any bodily exercises as a criterion 
by which to form a judgment of a per- 
son’s character or state; but have 
formed their opinion in this case from 
the conformity of their views and ex- 
ercises to the word of God. The As- 
sembly are happy to find, that the per- 
nicious and destructive principles of 
infidelity and philosophy, falsely so 
called, continue to lose their influence 
or are less avowed. Whilst, at the 
same time, they have cause to lament, 
that formality and lukewarmness in 
religion seem to prevail in some of our 
churches ; and that the sacred insti- 
tutions of the gospel are attended with 
so little power. Multitudes continue 
careless and secure, perishing in igno- 
rance arid in sin, whilst the love of ma- 
ny waxes cold. A respectful and se- 
rious attention, however, to the insti- 
tutions of religion, seems pretty gen- 
erally to have prevailed, and an in- 
creasing union and harmony in societies 
which are composed of presbyterians 
and congre gationalists. 

We are also happy to learn by the: 
delegates from our sister churches of 
Connecticut, that the highly useful 
practice of catechising has been more 
than commonlyattendedto amongthem, 
that their churches are in peace, and 
that there is a generally increased at- 
tention to the things of religion a- 
mong them. 

Upon the whole, the Assembly find 
no inconsiderable cause to bless and 
praise God for the tokens of his good- 
ness. They find also many things which 
are cause of humiliation before him. 
They feelthemselves called upon, from 
the circumstances in which they are 
placed, torenewed and vigorous exer- 
tions in the cause of their God and Re- 
deemer, in hope that their labours shali 
not be in vain in the Lord. And do 
earnestly exhort ail the people under 
their care to activity and perseverance 
m the christian course, looking to the 
mercy of God unto eternal life, eh 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be 
glory in the churches, world without 
end. Amen. Ass. Miss. Mag. 


Extract of a letter from Virginia, Sept. 
1804. 

‘‘It gives me much pleasure to be 
xble to inform you that the revival of 
religion, of which I have formerly 
spoken, continues to extend. There 
is every reason to hope that its effects 
will not be transitory: for in many 
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arts of the country decent houses for 
publick worship have been lately erect- 
ed; and where such accommodations 
are wanting, multitudes assemble, and 
continue encamped for days in the o- 
n fields. This is a crisis, of which 
enlightened and influential christians 
should avail themselves ” 
The middle association of Essex 


county, who always have a sermon at 
their monthly meetings, have, we hear, 
agreed that for the present year the 
sermon be on the subject of the Trini- 
ty, or the divinity of Jesus Christ ; al- 
so that one of their number exhibit an 
essay on one of these subjects at each 
of their meetings. 
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FOREIGN. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 

Mr. Parkinson, surgeon, has in the 
press a work, entitled, “ Orgenist Re- 
mains of the former world displayed.” 
In which the Mosaick account of the 
deluge is shown to agree with the pres- 
ent appearance of the globe. 

Major Rennel has been comparing 

the Geography of Scripture, with his own 
local observations, which have fully es- 
tablished its accuracy. Wehave not 
heard whether the result of this inves- 
tigation has been made publick. 
- Mr. Barrew; who lately published 
the second volume of his Travels into 
the interior of Africa, was, @ year since, 
about to bring forward the Account of 
kis Travels in China. 

Mr. Park, the celebrated African 
Traveller, has undertaken another 
journey of discovery, into the southern 
part of Africa. 

A series of Letters has been publish- 
ed in England, written from South A- 
merica, by an English gentleman, de- 
tained a prisoner by the Spaniards, in 
Paraguay, in the years 1797-8,descrip- 
tive of the Country, Government and 
Manners of the Inhabitants, adorned 
with highly finished engravings. 

The Rey. T. Wood, of Huddersfield, 
has issued proposals for publishing by 
subscription, a work entitled, * An 

Historical, Geographical, and Chrono- 
logical account of the progress of 
Christianity on its first promulgation ; 
also a sketch ofthe primitive Christian 
Church ; with remarks on the revival 
of religion in the present day.” This 
work was to have been published in 
April last, price 5s. boards. 

An improyed edition of Miss Han- 
nah Adams’ View of Religions has 
been published in England, revised 
and corrected by the Rev. A. Fuller ; 

. to which is prefixed, gn original Essay 
on the Nature and importance of truth. 


PORTUGAL. 

In Portugal, a strong disposition has 
been lately manifested to patronize 
those studies which benefit mankind. 
This has been indicated by the patron- 
age afforded to Mr. Bartolozzi, after 
Britain had declined to engage his ser- 
vices any longer; and by a commend- 
able attempt to construct a map ofthat 
country from actual measurement, and 
a series of triangles. This map is 


published in an advanced, though not 


in a complete state. 
GERMANY, 

The Literary Society of the county 
of Mansfield, in Saxony, have opened a 
subscription, for erecting a monument 
to Luruenr, at Eisleben in Saxony, the 
place of his nativity. The king of 
Prussia patronizes and supports the 
undertaking. 

The Evectror of Bavaria has pur- 
chased for the University of Whirs- 
burg, the Blankian Cabinet of Natural 
History consisting of 28,000 speci- 
mens. The library of the University 
has also been enriched with the books 
that belonged tothe secularized clergy. 

The number of works which ap- 
peared at the last Leipsick Fair, was 
1404; among which were 125 novels ; 
36 dramatick pieces, and more than 
309 translations. 

M. Harding, of the Observatory at 
Lilienthal, near Bremen, who has 
been employed on an ailas of all the 
stars down to those of the eighth mag- 
nitude, which lie within and near the 
orbits of the twone w planets Ceres and 
Palas, discovered on the first of Sept. 
1804, a THIRD NEW PLANET. Its 
place, as settled by Dr. OLzgrs, on 
Sept. 8, was at M. T. 8b. lim. 20d. 
A.R. 1d. 29m. 39s. dec. in south Od. 
47m. 19s.: its motion in A.R. is about 
7m. 56s. retrograde, and in declination 
about 12m, 24s. south perdiem. Itis 
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similar to Ceres in light and apparent 
magnitude. Nothingnebulous can be 
distinguished around it; and, in all 
probability, it is another of a consider- 
able body of small planets, of which 
this is the third r ecently discovered. 

The new planet just mentioned, dis- 
covered by M. Harding, of Lilienthal, 
has been named Juno. 


a 
UNITED STATES. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The legislature of South Carolina 


[ June. 


has passed a law, dividing the state 
into 119 school districts, to each of 
which they have given one hundred 
dollars toward building a school house, 
and one hundred fifty dollars for sup- 
porting a school master. 
CONNECTICUT. 

All the publick laws of Connecticut, 
now in force, are comprised in an octavo 
volume of less than 700 pages. Prob- 
ably the laws of no other independent 
civilized country on earth, which has 
been in existence more than 150 vears, 
are comprised in so small a compass. 
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AMERICAN. 
THEOLOGY. tion, 1 vol. Svo. 2 dolls. — Boston. 
Ture Family Bible, containing the B. and J. Homans 
Id and New Testaments, with origin- Lay 3 occas onal sermons preached 
al notes, and practical observations. By Nov. 4th, and 23:%h, 1804. One entitled 


} Themes Ser = 
the Rev Thoma Scott, mor ung 


preac! erat the Lock Ch iapel, Ke Lon- 


Gon. With copious marginal referen- 
ces. Reprin iting by William W.Wood- 


ward, Ph iladelphia, from a new and 
i? ‘ete Mad edition now publishing in 
Engtand, 4 vols. 4to. 24d is. the se et, 
ne atly nous and lettered. Two vols 
are completed ; the third is in for- 
wardness. 


A scripture catechism, or system of 


reli igious i nstr ucGon in the we ods of 
scripture, being a selection of the most 
shal and important texts, So arran ged 
as to give a svstematick view = the 
principal doctrines and duties of « 

holy relimon Inten nded as an assista vn 


to christian ministers, parents mn 


- —— 4 
stn uctors in aa the rel igi us education of 


children and youth ; adapted to the use 
, . = 

of schools and families. By a clergy- 
— - Ear — rw 
Man of Massac are i.e Cam? mage 


Hilhard. 

An at a to exp lain God's cracious 
covenant with belevers, and illustrate 
the duty of parTenis, w embrace the 
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The two » Olive Tieés. or Zerubbabel] 
and 2 Joshu a, Religion the leading qual- 
ifcauon of civil rulers and christian 
ministers ; the other, God the founca- 
tion of confidence and joy, a thanksgiv- 
ing sermon. By Joseph Lyman, D.D. 
Pastor of the Church in Hatfield ; 20 
cents. 

A discourse delivered at Byefeld, 
on the annual Thanksgiving im the 
commonwealth of Massachusetts ; by 
Rev. Elijah Parish, pastor of the 
Church in Byefield 9d edition, 121-2 
cents. Salem. Cushing. 

A discourse delivered at the ordina- 
tion of the Rev. Joseph Buckminster 
to the pastoral charge of the Church in 
Brattle Street, Boston. By Joseph 
Buckminst => D. Pastorofthe North 
Church, Port m0 outh. 

Moral Eauestic 1, br a disciple of 
the Old School Philc osophy. N Haven 
printed 1804; 25 5 cents. 

An address delive red te the candi- 
Cates for the Baccalaure ste. in Union 
College, (Schenectady) at the peaaver- 
sary commencement, May igh, 1835. 


A sermon preached January 9th, 
15935, in mee Tabernacle, Salem, at the 
ordination of Rev. Lucms Bolles. to 
the pastoral] care of the Baptist Church 
and Society in that town Br Samuel 
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A Sermon delivered at Sedgwick, 
May 15th, 1805, at the ordination of 
Rey. Daniel Merrill, to the Pastoral 
charge of the Baptist church of Christ 
inthat place. By Thomas Baldwin, 
D. D. 

A sermon preached in the audience 
of His Excellency Caleb Strong, Esq. 
Governour, the other members of the 
Executive, and the honourable legisla- 
lature of the commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts, on the anniversary Election, 
May 2cth, 1805. By John Allyn, Con- 
gregational minister of Duxborough. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Memoirs of the Life, Writings and 
Correspondence, of Sir William Jones. 
By Lord Teignmouth. Philadelphia. 
Poyntell ; 2 dolls. 75 cents. 

Sketches of the Life of the late Rev. 
Samuel Hopkins, D. D. Pastor of the 
first Congregational Church in New- 
port, written by himself. Interspers- 
ed with marginal notes, extracted 
from his private diary : To which is 
added, adizlogue by the same hand, 
on the nature and extent of true chris- 
tian submission : Also, 

A serious Address to professing 
christians, in the name and from the 
words of Jesus Christ, recorded in 
Revelation xvi. 15. with an introduc- 
tion to the whole by the Editor. Pub- 
lished by Stephen West, D. D. Hud- 
son and Goodwin. Hartford, 1 doll. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


A publick lecture, occasioned by the 
death of the Rev. Joseph Willard, 
S.T.D. L.L.D. President of the uni- 
versity in Cambridge. By Eliphalet 
Pearson, LL.D. Hancock Professor 
of Hebrew. 

Cautions to young persons concern- 
ing health, in a publick lecture deliv- 
ered at the close of the medical course 
an the Chapel, Cambridge, Nov. 20th, 
1804; containing the general doc- 
trine of chronick diseases; shewing 
the evil tendency of the use of tobacco 
upon young persons ; more especially 
the pernicious effects of smoking ci- 
garrs ; with observations on the us 
of ardent and vinous spirits in eeeirel 
By Benjamin Waterhouse, M. D. Pro- 
fessor of the Theory and Practice 
of Physick, and Teacher of Natural 
History, in the Univ ersity of Cam- 
bridge. 

Letters from London ; written in 
1802 and 1803. By W iam Austin. 
Boston. Pelham. 


Religious, ST 


The Journal of a Tour into the ter- 
ritory north west of the Alleghany 
mountains ; made in the spring of the 
year 1803. With a geographical and 
historical account of the state of Ohio. 
Iihistrated with original maps and 
views. By Thaddeus M. Harris, A.M. 
S.H.S. Boston. Manning and Loring. 

Democracy Unveiled, or Tyranny 
stripped of the garb of Patriotism. 
By Christopher Caustic, L.L.D- &c. 
Boston. Carlisle. 

The Principles of Eloquence, with 
hints to Publick Speakers. By T- 
Knox. Boston. Homans. 

N.B. The list of new publications 
will be continued and rendered as 
complete, as the information, which 
the Editors shall receive, can make it. 

(7 Authors, who wish to have their 
works noticed in the Panoplist, are re- 
quested to forward them to the Edi- 
tors, free of expense, directed to Sam- 
uel Etheridge, Printer, Charlestown, 








PERIODICAL WORKS. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Tre Evangelical Magazine. This 
work, which is weli known and highly 
approved by the friends of vital relig- 
ion in the United States, has been con- 
tinued monthly, since the beginning of 
the year 1793. Since the death of the 
Rev. Mr. Eyre, it has been under the 
principal direction of the Rev George 
Burder, author of Village Sermons. 
No less than 17,000 copies of this use- 
ful and truly evangelical work are 
printed monthly. The profits are de- 
voted to the relief of the poor widows 
of gospel ministers. Published in 
London, monthly, 64 pages, 8vo. 

The Biblical Magazine, intended to 
promote the knowledge and belief of 
the sacred scriptures ; published 
monthly, at Dunstable, Eng. This re- 
spectable work commenced, May, 

1801, and is under the direction of the 
B: pti Sis. 

The Christian Observer is conduct- 
ed by members of the established 
church, and is a work of distinguished 
merit. It commenced with the vear 
1801. 

The Religious Monitor, or Scot's 
Presbyterian Magazine, published at 
Edinburgh, monthly, since March, 
1805, 40 pages, 8vo. Its Editors have 
taken their motto from Jer. vi. 16, and 
the spirit of the work appears conform- 
abie to their motte. 
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A new review commenced with this 
year, In London, called the Eclectic Re- 
wew. The design ofthe Editors is ex- 
yrested m the following motto, which 

ave prefixed to their work. 
icero gives us an account of the 
various open ons of phil erephets in his 
age ; but h e himself was cfthe Eclectic 
sect ; and chose out of each of them, 
such positions, as, in his judgment, 
ruth.” Watts’ 


assistance of the New British and 
Foreign Bible Society. 

We have seen the three first num- 
bers, “ The object of this work is to 
rescue good writers from the partial- 
ity and abuse of Socinian and high 
church criticks.” The work is ably 
and impartially conducted, and on ev- 
ery account is worthy of publick pat- 
ronace. 

Ali the above works harmonize in 
their desi gn, with the Panoplist, and 





The numbers appear monthly, con- from oe the Editers expect to de- 
taming $0 pages 8vo price ls 6/7 ster- rive much sssistance. 
hing. The profits are applied to the ( To be continued.) 
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sermon was preached by Dr. Gar 
ner, of Bath. who stated many partic- 
ee which strongly imdicated the 
truly chri Tame of mi ind m which 
this venerable minister of the 
departed this s life Dr Gaidiner ob- 
served, as we have been teld, that on 
retiring to bed. Dr. Maclaine thanked 
God, that while the heathens. narminz 
Socrates in narticular, were so miach 
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who had been a grievous sinner, had, 
through the mene of God, s 

blessed h rope, amd added, “‘ I knox 
in whom Ihave believed.” Dr. Gard- 
ner represented the Dr. to come as a 
penitent to the throne of grace, hean- 
ing only on the cross of *hrist. Glled 
with gratitude te God ; that Christ 


Jesus and eternal salvation were his 
2 inw 
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fact taucwht everw one to be his own 
pli racie. His * “ Domestic Jfecicine 
is Goubtless ome of the most useful 


boeks on the subject, in ab) language ; 


, - — ae — 
and his “ Adesce to Mothers” cannot be 
too mucn recommencéc. 
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from the ship Franklin, when their 
boat upset. Mr. Edwards could not 
swim, and hig son kept him upon his 
back for nearly half anhour, when be- 
ing quite exhausted, the son said, 
* Father we will both go down together /” 


Poetry. $9 


on which the father quitted his hold 
and sunk immediately. The son and 
the other man were soon after taken 


‘up bya boat from the ship. Mr. Ed- 


wards was en industrious, worthy 
man. 
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THE REAPERS’ SONG. 


Ye verdant hills. ye smiling ficldss 

Thea earth, whose breast spontaneous yields 
To man arich supply ; 

Echo, whose mimick notes protong 

The melting strain, and bear along 

O’er distant glades and caves among, 

The moustain shepherd’s artless song 
Loft swelling tothe sky. 


Attend the reapers’ joyful lays, 
And bear the tribute of their praise 
To Nature’s bountcous King: 
Whose voice, loud sounding from the pele, 
In thander oft is heard to roll, 
And oft has mejted down the soul, 
When murmuring along it stole 
The zephyr’s silkeu wing ! 


With bread, the heart of man to cheer, 
See, bending low, the ripen’d ear 
Bow its luxuriant head! 
in vain. ye swaios, had been your care, 
Had not Ae caus’d the blight to spare 
The promise of the summer fair, 
And bade the sun, the rain, the air, 
Their gracious influence shed. 


He bade the soft refreshing gale 
Biow gently down the teeming vale, 
Nor burt the peeping grain: 

But when the ear began to rise, 

To him we rais’d our amkiouws eyes; 

Oft from the cisterns of the skies 

Ne sent, in mercy, rich supplics, 
Early and latter rain. 


And now his hand hath crown’d our toil, 
We joy, like those that share the spoil, 
The harvest home to bear! 
With shouts the langhing pastures ring; 
With gratefu] hearts, ve reapers, sing 
The praise of Heav’n’s eterna] King, 
Throogh whese paternal care ye bring 
The prodace of the year ! 
Mer gate. W. B.COLLYER. 


THE SMILE OF JESUS. 


LOVELY is the face of natare 
Deck’d with Spring’s unfolding fow’rs, 
While the sun shews eve-w feetere 
Smiling throagh descending showers: 
Birds, with songs the time beguiling, 
Chant their little notes with giec, 
But to see a Saviour smiling 
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is more soft, more sweet to me! 





Morn her melting tints displaying 
Ere the slaggard is awake; 

Ev’ ning’s zephyrs gently straying 

O’er the surface of the lake ; 
Melting hoes, and ai-y breezes, 

All have powerful charms for me; 
But no earthly beauty pleases 

When, my Lord, compar’d with thee ! 


Soft and sweet are show’rs descending 
On the parch’d. expecting ground ; 

Fragrance, from the fields ascending, 
Scatters heaith and joy areund. 

These, with ev’ry earthly blessing, 
Loudly for thanksgiving cail ; 

Yet, one smile ‘rom thee possessing, 


Surely, far exceeds them all! 


Sweet is sleep to tired nature; 
Swec+t to labour is repose : 
Sweet is life to ew’ ry creamre ; 
Sweet the baim that hope bestows : 
Bat though spring, and ew’ning’s breezes, 
Sicep, and hope, and life, to =e 
All are pleasamt, nothing pleases, 
Jesus! like a smile from thee ! 
Moar gcte. wW.B COLLYER. 


ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 
“SWEET Bab-! 
She glanc’d into our world to see 
A sample of cur misery ; 
Then turn’d away her languid ere, 
To drop atear or two anddie, 





Sweet Babe} 
She tasted of life’s bitter cap, 
R-fus’d to drink the potion up ; 
But turn’d her littie head aside, 
Disgusted with the taste and crvy’d, 
Sweet Babe ! 
She listen’d for a while to hear, 
Our mortal griefs; then turn’d her exr 
To angel harps, and songs; and cried 


To join their notes celestial, sigh’d and dy’d, 
Sweet Babe ! 

Sweet Babe nc more, bat Seraph now ; 

Before the throne behoid her bow ! 

Her sau] enlarg’d to angel site, 


Joins in the triomph of the skies ; 

Adores the grace that brought her there, 

W ethoat a wish, without a care ; 

That wash’d her soul in Calw’ry’s stream : 
That shorten’d life’s distressing dream, 
Short pain, short grief, dear babe, was thine ; 
Now joys eternal and divin: |” 


PATER. 
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46 Answers to Corresfhondent® 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


W. on “ MysTerteEs,” is received, and shall appear in the next num- 
ber. The Editors hope frequently to hear from the ingenious author. 

R. on Isaiah Isiii. 9. with annexed “™ Remarks from a M.S. by the 
late Dr. BELLaMy,” are approved, and on file for early publication. 


A second Letter from “ Constans,” also a continuation of the “ Bi- 
ographical Memoirs of the late Dr. Tappan, will enrich the next num- 
ber of the Panopiist. We invite the particular attention of our 
youthful readers, to these excellent productions. 


We hope constantly to delight and. improve our readers, with com- 
munications from the mellifluent La Trapper. 


N. will accept our thanks for his candid Review of CoopEr’s ser- 
mon, on Predestination. He will oblige us by frequently employing 
his pen in reviewing for the PaNop.iist the publications of the day. 


A © Sketch of the character of the beloved Dr. Tappan, being pat 
ofa discourse delivered soon after his decease, but not published,” is 
received. The author will perceive his subject anticipated by another 
hand ; yet asthis paper “ contains some particulars not generally 
known,” and especially as it exhibits a portrait of that amiable and ex- 
cellent man, drawn by an intimate friend, and to the life, it shall be in- 
serted in the Panoplist. In the above sketch, we recognize the hand 
ofa much respected friend, with whose productions we hope eften to 
gratify and instruct our readers. 


The Review of the Life of Sir Witt1am Jones, also of * A Scrip- 
ture Catechism,” &c. came too late for insertion in this number. 


The request of the gentlemen, who sent us “ The Principles of El- 
oquence, &c.” shall be attended to in due season. 


t 


The researches of Puro, strengthen an important branch of evi- 
dence in favour of the divinity of the Holy Scriptures. He is entitled 
to our thanks for laboriously collecting and throwing mto a form for 
general use, so much important information, which might otherwise 
have been confined to a few of the learned. With satisfaction we an- 
ticipate his future labours. 


Patmos, and Paros, on topicks seasonable and useful, are on file for 
publication. 

The Unfaithful Shepherd, before insertion, must be revised by the 
author, who is requested to call for it for that purpese. 


Several other communications are received, and under consideration 
—— {> 
AGENTS FOR THE PANOPLIST. 

ev. Micuritit Breoop, Buckstown ;—Mr. E. Goonvate, Hallowell ;— 
Tuomas Ciark, bookseller, Portland ;—W. & D. Treavwett, do Ports- 
mouth ;—Tuomas & W urppie, do. Newburyport ;—Cusuinc & ApPLEror, 
do. Salem ;—Epwarp Corton, do. Boston ;—Isaran THomas, do. Worces- 
ter ;—W1L11aM Burcier, do. Northampton ;—W HitTinc, Bacxrs & Wurrt- 
inc, do. Albany ;—T. & J. Sworns, do. New York ;—W™. P. Fasrawp, do. 
Philadelphia ;—W™. Witxtwson, do. Providence ;—Isaac Brzrs and Co. 
do. New Haven ;—O. D. Coox, do. Hartford ;—Mr. Bexjauis CuMMINGS, 

Windser, Ver. ;—Mr. Lez, Bath, Me. 





